
Resolution #1 Southeastern Iowa Assembly 2013 

 

WHEREAS, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 2009 Churchwide 

Assembly resolved to “commit itself to finding ways to allow congregations that choose to do 

so to recognize, support and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender 

relationships”;  

WHEREAS, Same-gender civil marriage is legal in the state of Iowa; and 

WHEREAS, Clarity regarding local practice contributes to respecting communities and 

individuals who, in keeping with the 2009 Churchwide Assembly decision regarding same-

gender relationships, hold different faith-informed views on these matters; now, therefore, be it  

 

RESOLVED, That the Southeastern Iowa Synod recognizes that congregations that choose to 

do so, may develop clear and consistent policies allowing pastors serving those congregations 

under call or contract to preside at the service uniting any persons who are legally able to be 

married in the state of Iowa, should the pastor’s own bound conscience allow for it; and  

 

RESOLVED, That pastors called to specialized ministry and serving on the territory of the 

Southeastern Iowa Synod may preside at the service uniting any persons who are legally able to 

be married in the state of Iowa on behalf of congregations with such policies in place, should 

the bound conscience of the pastor in specialized ministry allow for it. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Pastor Paul Finger (Saints Peter & Paul, Monticello; St. John, Hopkinton) 

Pastor Linda Livingston (Ascension, Marion) 

Pastor Ritva Williams (St. Stephen’s, Cedar Rapids) 

Pastor Cindy Ford Breed (University Hospitals, Iowa City) 

Pastor Jo Kinnard (Holy Redeemer, Cedar Rapids) 

The Congregation Council of St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church (Cedar Rapids) 

Chris Formanek, President of St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church (Cedar Rapids) 

Pastor T. Edwards Breed, St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church, (Cedar Rapids) 

 

Adopted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolution #2 Southeastern Iowa Assembly 2013 

 

WHEREAS, One of our former Bishops has been designated as “Bishop Emeritus” and the 

other has not; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the Synod Council develop a consistent policy regarding the granting of 

this title to all Bishops who have served our synod honorably.    

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Pastor Wendell Debner, Faith Lutheran Church, Marion, Iowa 

 

Referred to the Southeastern Iowa Synod Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolution #3 Southeastern Iowa Assembly 2013 

 

WHEREAS, The prolonged Israeli occupation of and Israeli settlement building in the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem remain obstacles to peace and cause a great deal of suffering for 

Israelis and Palestinians;  

WHEREAS, The ELCA gives thanks for our special relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL), which is marked by mutual love and concern 

for lasting peace with justice, and rejoices that our Palestinian brother in Christ, Bishop Munib 

Younan, is president of the Lutheran World Federation;  

WHEREAS, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Peace Not Walls campaign 

focuses on accompaniment, awareness-raising, and advocacy as three aspects of engagement in 

response to the Israel-Palestine situation;  

WHEREAS, The 2011 Churchwide Assembly adopted a resolution supporting positive 

investment in Palestinian goods and services and commending the “ELCA Economic Social 

Criteria Investment Screens” to its members, congregations, synods, and agencies;  

WHEREAS, The 1995 ELCA social statement, For Peace in God’s World, reminds us that 

seeking peace with justice is the church’s proper work and recognizes that in pursuing just 

political structures “the responsible use of [economic] sanctions may on occasion be the most 

effective and least harmful measure to lead states to stop [oppressive behavior]”; and 

WHEREAS, On October 5, 2012, fifteen (15) U.S. Christian leaders, including ELCA 

Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, signed a letter urging Congress to “undertake careful scrutiny 

to ensure that our aid is not supporting actions by the government of Israel that undermine 

prospects for peace”; now, therefore, be it 

  

RESOLVED, That the 2013 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly affirm the ELCA Peace Not 

Walls campaign as the means by which the ELCA implements its strategy for engagement in 

the Holy Land conflict and affirm our support for sisters and brothers in the ELCJHL as they 

remain faithful to the Gospel amid Israeli occupation;  

 

RESOLVED, That the 2013 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly encourage members of 

congregations of the Southeastern Iowa Synod to listen to our Palestinian sisters and brothers 

through study of the Kairos Palestine document; to visit the region and speak directly with 

Israelis and Palestinians; and to seek resources such as those provided by the ELCA Peace Not 

Walls campaign that share current, reliable information about the situation;  

 

RESOLVED, That the 2013 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly ask the bishop and members 

of congregations of the Southeastern Iowa Synod to contact their representatives in Congress, 

urging them, as requested in the October 5, 2012 letter from fifteen Christian leaders, to 

undertake careful scrutiny by holding hearings examining whether Israel’s use of U.S. financial 

aid violates the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act and Arms Export Control Act;  

 

RESOLVED, That the 2013 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly memorialize the 2013 

Churchwide Assembly to call for the ELCA to explore and implement social economic 

investment screens that pertain specifically to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and companies 

that profit from actions that are in conflict with the ELCA Peace Not Walls campaign and the 

1995 ELCA social statement, For Peace in God’s World, as related to the Israeli occupation; 

and  

 

 

 

 



RESOLVED, That the 2013 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly memorialize the 2013 

Churchwide Assembly to request that the ELCA churchwide organization provide information 

to ELCA members regarding companies that profit from actions that are in conflict with the 

ELCA Peace Not Walls campaign and the 1995 ELCA social statement, For Peace in God’s 

World, as related to the Israeli occupation so members and congregations can make informed 

selective purchasing decisions. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Ms. Christine Cowan, TSSF, Ecumenical Accompanier, World Council of Churches, Fall 2011 

Pastoral Intern, Bethesda Lutheran Church 

Rev. Randall Gehring, Lead Pastor, Bethesda Lutheran Church, Ames, IA 

Rev. Kathy Gerking, Interim Senior Pastor, St. Stephens Lutheran Church, Urbandale, IA 

Rev. Russell J. A. Melby, Member, Church and Society Commission, World Hunger Working 

Group 

Rev. Jen Andreas, Pastor, Lord of Life Lutheran Church & University Lutheran Student Center 

Ames, IA 

Mr. William Vogel, Member, Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Ames, IA 

Meg Strohmer Kiekhaefer, Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City, IA 

Rev. Dr. Mark Pries, Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City, IA 

 

Adopted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolution #4 Southeastern Iowa Assembly 2013 

 

WHEREAS, The Southeastern Iowa Synod seeks to be known as an anti-hunger synod;  

WHEREAS, The Hunger Appeal of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

seeks to alleviate hunger through education, relief, development and advocacy;  

WHEREAS, Funds provided through the ELCA Hunger Appeal have made it possible to 

expand advocacy efforts through Lutheran Day on the Hill;  

WHEREAS, The ELCA participates in non-partisan advocacy efforts, especially toward the 

goal of overcoming the effects and root causes of hunger and poverty;  

WHEREAS, The ELCA is a charter member of the Circle of Protection, a coalition committed 

to resist budget cuts that undermine the lives, dignity and rights of poor and vulnerable people 

at home and abroad;  

WHEREAS, Over thirty-five (35) congregations of the Southeastern Iowa Synod have 

sponsored or have plans to sponsor reading groups for the book Exodus from Hunger (the 

READing to End Hunger Project); and 

WHEREAS, The Rev. David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World and World Food 

Prize laureate, is a featured speaker at this synod assembly; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the Southeastern Iowa Synod gathered in assembly express its sincere 

thanks to the Rev. David Beckmann for his leadership in addressing hunger and its root causes;  

 

RESOLVED, That the Southeastern Iowa Synod gathered in assembly encourages 

congregations that have not already participated in the READing to End Hunger project to 

participate in this opportunity before the end of 2013;  

 

RESOLVED, That the Southeastern Iowa Synod gathered in assembly encourage 

congregations and individual members of this synod to find ways to involve themselves in the 

work of advocating for people who are hungry and who live in poverty or near poverty both in 

this nation and around the world by utilizing resources provided by the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America at www.elca.org/advocacy and www.elca.org/hunger, and through Bread 

for the World at www.bread.org; and  

 

RESOLVED, That congregations and individuals be encouraged to continue and expand this 

synod’s generous support of the Hunger Appeal of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. 

RESOLVED, That the Southeastern Iowa Synod renew our commitment to the 2010 Synod 

Assembly to the end of childhood hunger by 2015. 

 

Respectfully submitted by  

The Commission for Church in Society and its Hunger Working Group 

 

Adopted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.elca.org/advocacy
http://www.elca.org/hunger
http://www.bread.org/


Resolution #5 Southeastern Iowa Assembly 2013 

 

WHEREAS, the Southeastern Iowa Synod has utilized the Ecclesiastical Ballot for the election 

of our bishop since 1996 according to the synod constitution provisions specified in S9.04; 

WHEREAS, S9.04 provides no guidance concerning this election process prior to the 

convening of an assembly at which a bishop is to be elected; and 

WHEREAS the synod constitution does not prohibit active and open corporate discernment 

prior to the Assembly;  

 

RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Iowa Synod Council appoint a task force or empower the 

Constitution Committee to examine practices of discernment in other synods prior to the 

election of a bishop;   

 

RESOLVED, that this examination include a study of how the election process may differ 

according to circumstances (such as continuing a call to an incumbent bishop compared to 

preparing to elect a bishop when there is no incumbent willing or available to serve again);  

 

RESOLVED, that the group charged with this activity (task force or Constitution Committee) 

report to 2014 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly with recommendations for future processes 

for the election of a Bishop in this Synod.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Rev. T. Edwards Breed, St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 

Rev. Paul Finger, Saints Peter and Paul Lutheran Church, Monticello; St. John Lutheran 

Church, Hopkington 

Rev. Cindy Ford Breed, Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach, University of Iowa Hospitals and 

Clincics, Iowa City 

 

Referred to the Southeastern Iowa Synod Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolution # 6, Southeastern Iowa Synod 2013 Assembly 

 

WHEREAS, at the Twenty-sixth Annual Assembly of the Southeastern Iowa Synod where all 

things are being made new when hungry hearts find bread, and 

WHEREAS, through worship, music, testimony, discussion, and breaking bread together, our 

minds have been enriched and our hearts have been stirred to be God’s agents to bring Christ’s 

mission to the world, and the partnership we each have in that mission; therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Iowa Synod in Assembly hereby express its thanks and 

appreciation to: 

• Bishop Michael L. Burk for faithfully serving Christ and the Church by carrying out the 

responsibilities and duties of the Office of Bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod, 

reminding us that it matters being the church together and that the bread of life feeds us all; 

• Diane Burk for her care, loyalty, and support to the Office of the Bishop, especially as she 

accompanies the bishop in his many travels and endeavors; 

•  Assistants to the Bishop, Pastor Eric Carlson, Pastor Julie Higgs, Pastor Paul Ostrem, and 

the Director for Evangelical Mission, Pastor Gloria Dovre, for their diligent work in serving 

the Assembly and this synod; 

•  Synod Associate for Administration Kathy Smith, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop 

Lorraine Jordan, Coordinator for Communications Janelle Bidne, and Receptionist Lori Uhl 

for their work as a team to model the partnership in ministry we all share; 

• Sue Rothmeyer, Executive for Administration in the Office of the Secretary of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), for serving as the ELCA Representative 

to this Assembly, and reminding us that being deeply rooted in Christ may send us to serve 

the church beyond the boundaries of this synod and helping us see that in Christ we are 

always being made new; 

• Musicians from the Global Mission Unit of the ELCA, for leading the Assembly in various 

styles of worship through song; 

• Pastor David Beckmann for giving voice to the needs of the poor and hungry and for 

challenging us to action through advocacy and proposed policy changes; 

• Walter Gwenigale, synod chair for the ELCA Malaria Campaign for helping the synod 

become the leader in donations to the Churchwide campaign and Simon Estes for lifting his 

voice to us in song and in support of malaria prevention;  

• Synod Council members who directed our hearts and minds in prayer throughout the 

Assembly; 

• All leaders of Assembly worship, including Presiding Ministers, Assisting Ministers, 

Lectors, Servers, Musicians, and worship planners for enhancing our worship together; 

• Vice President Heather Miller for chairing the Assembly as needed and for sharing the ART 

of vitalizing our congregational lives through Attracting, Retaining, and Training members 

as we grow in discipleship and mission; 

• Secretary Cheryl Hollich as she continues to serve and Treasurer Jim Ellefson as he 

completes eighteen years of faithful service to the synod; 

• Synod Council members, commissions, working groups, and related support personnel for 

serving the Synod in its ongoing mission, with special thanks to outgoing Synod Council 

members Claudia Genkinger Worley, Anthony Howland, Pastor Shane Koepke, and Pastor 

Kathy Roys; 

• Parliamentarian, Pastor Lyle Kleman, for his faithful service at this Assembly;  

• Assembly Planning Committee Chair Kathy Smith for her faithful attention to detail and the 

Assembly Planning Committee for their careful and creative planning for this Assembly;  



• The Elections Committee for their careful attention and work to assure that all voices were 

heard and the other Assembly Committees of Credentials, Minutes, Nominating, Reference 

and Counsel, and Standing Rules for their diligent service; 

• Those celebrating congregational, ordination and commissioning anniversaries, for their 

witness to Jesus Christ; 

• Lutheran Church of Hope and their gift of hospitality as host to this Assembly; 

• Kate Boonstra, Faith Lutheran Church, Clive for her gift of photography through the image 

used on the assembly poster;  

• The many other volunteers who helped in planning and managing the details for this 

Assembly, those taking leadership responsibilities during this Assembly, those present as 

voting members and visitors, and the whole body of Christ.  

 

Submitted by the Reference and Counsel Committee 

 

Adopted 

 

 


