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Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly Forums  
May 31 – 5:15 pm 

June 1 – 11:00 am 

 
Always Being Made New!  How the 25

th
 Anniversary theme can even relate to updating your congregation’s 

constitution!   

Presenter: Sue Rothmeyer; Executive for Administration, Churchwide Offices Join Sue Rothmeyer, churchwide 

representative from the Office of the Secretary, for a basic primer on the Model Constitution for Congregations. 

 

The Art of Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Exchange. 
Pr. Chris Olkiewicz, President of the Lutheran Ecumenical Representatives Network 

Being involved in ecumenical and/or interfaith relationships is both an art and a science. This seminar provides the 

basics needed for being an effective and informed neighbor to people of different faith traditions. We will also take 

time to share your stories of ecumenical and interfaith cooperation in your local context. 

 

Christian Arts Ministry - Growing the Arts at Your Church 

Presenter: Cyndee Buck, one of the founding members of the creative arts team at Lutheran Church of Hope; and 

volunteers and staff leaders from Lutheran Church of Hope 

Whether you are someone that has a great appreciation for the arts or are a practicing artists, you will value this 

discussion about why the creative arts are an important part of the church.  Learn strategies to start a Christian arts 

ministry, a church art gallery, art programming, healing art ministry, and teaching through creative experiences. 

Artwork will be displayed that exemplifies the importance of the arts.  

 

Companions In Christ: Walking Together with the Pare Diocese 

Presenter: Sheri Krumm, Commission for Global Mission, Southeastern Iowa Synod  

The companion relationship between the Southeastern Iowa Synod and the Pare Diocese in Tanzania exists for the 

purpose of strengthening one another for life and mission within the body of Christ.  Through prayer, study, 

communication, and exchange of persons and resources, it offers mutual benefit for our respective churches. 

Discover ways in which your ministry context can engage in the companionship. 

 

Engaging One Another to Become a Multicultural Church 
Presenters: Judith Roberts, Racial Justice Program Director, ELCA 

A missional church welcomes and accompanies the neighbor.  However, how do we accompany our neighbor when 

he or she is someone with a different story, age, culture, gender, class, religion, race, etc.?  This faith-based journey 

begins with conversation.  This workshop introduces resources that can help with getting to know the story of your 

own congregation first and then getting to know the story of those you are not yet familiar with. As a congregation, 

you can then begin to become a truly multicultural church, and move away from “ministering to” and move toward 

“ministering with.” 

 

Leading the Way Through Health Care Reform            (Saturday morning)  

Presenter: Curt Fee, Portico VP and Chief Investment Officer 

Peel back the layers of health care reform to understand its impact on our shared ministry. This interactive workshop 

hosted by Portico Benefit Services will give you an early look at revisions now being made to the ELCA Philosophy 

of Benefits; new ELCA health plan options for 2014; and information for steps that ELCA employers and plan 

members will need to do this fall.   

All are welcome but rostered leaders, lay employees, synod staff, and congregation council members will find it most 

useful. 

 

Malaria Campaign 

Presenter: Walter Gwenigale, Southeastern Iowa Synod Malaria Initiative  

Malaria is a leading cause of death in Africa.  Hear an update on the progress of this ongoing campaign in the 

Southeastern Iowa Synod and learn how your congregation can join with the whole church to fight malaria! 
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Music and Mission  
Presenters: Glocal Musicians 

Embrace and welcome all people through inclusive worship and music. Explore global and local context in our 

sacred speech and song. This forum focuses on using creative liturgy and global music to communicate mission in 

the congregation. It is designed for pastors, musicians, and worship leaders. 

 

Public Mission: Social Action and Advocacy   
Presenters: Commission for Church in Society, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Equip yourself with resources to effectively mobilize your congregation to act through service, giving, advocacy, and 

lifestyle choices. Learn about the root causes of hunger and poverty, and how advocacy is a tool for helping our 

neighbor.  

 

Seek Peace, and Pursue It; How We Can More Faithfully Respond to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.                                                                             

(Friday Afternoon)  

Presenter: Chris Cowen, Bethesda Lutheran Church, Ames  

In 2009, Palestinian Christians presented to the world a letter called "Kairos. A Moment of Truth".  In this document 

they called upon all people of faith to oppose the occupation of the Palestinian territory, which they called a sin 

against God and humanity.  They did this because the reality in occupied Palestine is one of systematic human rights 

abuses and violations of international law.  As an eyewitness to the realities of life under occupation, Chris Cowan, 

an Ecumenical Accompanier, presents what these abuses are, and what we as people of faith can do to grow in our 

own understanding, to stand with our brothers and sisters, and to advance the cause of peace based on justice.  

 

Synod Budget and Minimum Compensation Guidelines 

Presenters: Jim Ellefson, Synod Treasurer and Pastor Erick Swanson, Commission for Rostered Leaders Support 

This will be a time to ask questions and discuss the finances of the synod, including the budgeting process and 

Minimum Compensation Guidelines.   

 

Theological Education – Continuity and Change, Stress and Opportunity, Experiments and Faithfulness 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Stanley Olson, President, Wartburg Theological Seminary  

Seminaries form valued servant leaders for Christ’s church. We will look at the present realities that make 

theological education a vital, joyful and challenging venture for the church.  The focus will be on opportunities and 

experimentation.   

 

Your Generosity Supports Mission 

Presenter: Pastor Gloria Dovre, Director for Evangelical Mission, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Through the money that your congregation forwards to the Southeastern Iowa Synod as ‘Mission Support’, you bear 

Christ's love and in Christ's name offer food for the hungry, water for the thirsty, hope for the hopeless locally and 

across the globe. Participants at this forum will share mission support stories and ideas, including conversation about 

how these funds support local, synod and global mission. 

 

Walking Together in Solidarity: A Theology of Accompaniment 

Presenter: Anne Williams  

This forum will provide a framework for understanding how we are called to love God, love self and love others for 

the purpose of being in relationships that are authentic, meaningful, just and transformative. 

 

Worldviews and culture: 
Presenter: Global Mission Unit Staff 

Every people group has a worldview--a network of beliefs that makes reality meaningful and determines how people 

view themselves and relate to others. They are deeply and emotionally held, shaping identity and expectations. 

Worldviews affect cross-cultural communication at a fundamental level. Understanding core worldview assumptions, 

mapping a society's system of categories, takes understanding and skill. Such mapping prepares us to poignantly 

contextualize and engage our story in God and with one another. 


