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Pr. Joe Nau, Chairperson

Commissions

According to the governing 
documents of this synod, the 
Commission for Church in Society 
“attends to the intersections 
between the church’s mission 
and the world’s needs.” In order 
to achieve these purposes, this 
commission met quarterly to focus 
on the following areas of ministry:

Hunger:
In cooperation with the synod’s 
Hunger Team the Commission has:

• Ranked the four grants  
  submitted from ministries of the  
  territory of this synod for 2013  
  ELCA Domestic Hunger Grants.  
Grants awarded for 2013 include:  
$4000 – Saturday meal program  
       at Good Shepherd Lutheran  
       Church, Bloomfield; 
$2000 – Anamosa Back Pack  
       Buddy program; 
$2000 – Back Pack Buddies  
       through Trinity Lutheran  
       Church, Tipton; 
$1500 – Children and Families  
       of Iowa Domestic Violence  
       Services Food Program

• Applied for and received an  
 “off-cycle” ELCA Domestic  
  Hunger Grant of $1500 in  
  support of the LSI Refugee  
  Garden Project in Des Moines.  
• Either performed site visits at  
  or heard presentations from the  
  agencies/ministries receiving  
  domestic hunger grants in 2012
•Hosted a group from the ELCA  
  Churchwide hunger staff in  
  preparation for the July 11-14,  
  2013, ELCA Hunger Leaders  
  Event in Des Moines
•Surveyed congregations at the  
  2012 Synod Assembly regarding 

their involvement in hunger 
relief, education and advocacy 
efforts

• Ordered 125 copies of  
   Exodus from Hunger by David 
   Beckmann and continue to recruit  
   congregations to form reading  
   groups of about 10 people to  
   read and discuss this book.   
   Bread for the World supplied  
   bags to transport ten copies of the  
  book to the various congregations.  
  As of March 1, 24 congregations 
  have participated in the study.

Advocacy:
The Commission sees the task of 
encouraging greater advocacy in 
our synod as an emerging key need.  
In our efforts toward this goal the 
commission has:
•Posted several articles on the  
  synod’s weekly E-News  
  regarding various issues,  
  especially related to immigration  
  and hunger 

•Assisted in making preparations  
  for Lutheran Day on the Hill,  
  March 11
•Renewed our commitment to be a  
   partner with Bread for the World
•Approved the formation of an  
  advocacy working group

Care for Creation:
As part of our synod’s commitment 
to care for our environment, the 
Commission has:
•Continued membership in Iowa  
  Interfaith Power and Light
•Invited Pr. Britt Vickstrom to  
  meet with us to discuss possible  
  future directions for this  
  emphasis. The commission  
  authorized Pr. Vickstrom to  

create a survey that would enable 
the commission to identify needs, 
gifts, and interests for care for 
creation in our synod.

In Other Areas of our job 
description, the Commission has:
•Sponsored hearings in Iowa City  
  and Ames for the proposed social  
  statement on criminal justice with  
  task force member Jane Otte in  
  attendance
•Discussed concerns for the elderly  
  and aging, asking the question:  
  “What does an aging-friendly  
  church look like?”
•Expanding our web presence via  
  the synod webpage and possibly  
  facebook

We are grateful to Bill Rosberg 
who is completing his term as a 
member of the commission.

Members of the  
Commission include:
  Sue Erickson, Fjeldberg Lutheran   
     Church, Huxley
  Pr. Russ Melby, Bethesda 
      Lutheran Church, Ames
   Deanna Mlynarczyk, Seeds of 
      Faith Lutheran Church, Lisbon
  Pr. Joel Nau - Chair, St. Paul 
      Lutheran Church, Winterset
  Louanne Neville, First Lutheran 
      Church, Cedar Rapids
  Bill Rosberg, St. Stephen’s 
     Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids
  Pr. Joan Swander, St. Paul 
    Lutheran Church, State Center
  Duane Williams, Zion Lutheran 
    Church, Muscatine
Pr. Paul Ostrem - Commission      
    Liaison, Assistant to the Bishop 
    Southeastern Iowa Synod



CommissionsCommission for Evangelical Mission 
Mark Lyon, Chairperson

The commission meets four times per year as the 
visioning group for Evangelical Mission.  We begin 
each meeting with prayer, worship and Bible study.  
We are committed to praying regularly for the 
ministries of the congregations in this synod.

We are blessed with many committed volunteers who 
work in the following ministries (working groups 
established by the commission) on behalf of the 
commission and on behalf of all of us in this synod:
  
Macedonia Grant – this team is responsible for 
monitoring and administering this important grant 
in the areas of stewardship and mission support 
interpretation resources.

Gift Planning Associates – In partnership with 
Lutheran Services in Iowa, this group is leading 
presentations and workshops on wills and estate 
planning, charitable giving and congregational 
endowments.

CTIM (Called Together In Mission) – This annual 
event for all members of congregations and rostered 
leaders – consisting of inspiring speakers, workshops 
and worship – continues to thrive, meeting the second 
Saturday in March.  The 2013 event focused almost 
exclusively on Stewardship.

Renewing Congregations – A pilot initiative, 
“Transforming Congregational Ministries” has been 
launched on the western side of the synod.  Leaders 
from four congregations will meet together six 
times over the course of 18 months with the goal 
of deepening their relationship with God, their 
congregation and their community.

Racial Justice –this team provides training and 
awareness workshops for community organizations 
and congregations.

We continue to work on visioning and developing 
ways in which congregations can expand their 
capacity for mission. We are blessed by a strong 
partnership with our churchwide organization.  This 

partnership provides training for mission development 
and redevelopment, as well as walking with us 
through a renewal consultation which will provide a 
conduit of resources, vision and funding to and from 
congregations, synod and churchwide ministries.  
We share a partnership of direction, advice and 
accountability to these priorities.

Through the synod mission fund and the churchwide 
organization, we are able to provide some funding 
for renewal/redevelopment ministries. During 2012, 
two congregations received assistance in moving 
their renewal efforts forward. These were All Saints 
Lutheran Church, Davenport and Seeds of Faith 
Lutheran Church, Lisbon. In addition, through 
assistance for strengthening Asian ministry, we are 
able to continue to provide assistance for St. Paul Lao 
Lutheran Church, Des Moines.

Commission members include:
   Tamara Borland,  
      Christ the King Lutheran, Iowa City
    Pr. Craig Brown,  
       First Lutheran, Cedar Rapids
Cyndee Buck,  
       Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines
Jolene Jebsen,  
       Trinity Lutheran, Marshalltown 
Pr. Lyle Kleman,
       Faith Lutheran, Clive
Ellen Wonderlin
       Grace Lutheran, Des Moines
Mark Lyon - Chair, 
       First Lutheran, Maquoketa 
Pr. Gloria Dovre - Commission Liaison,  
      Director for Evangelical Mission  
      Southeastern Iowa Synod



Commission for Global Relations 
Sheri Krumm, Chairperson

Commissions

The role of this Commission is to support the synod’s 
engagement in God’s mission throughout the world.  

At the request of Bishop Burk, the Commission began 
plans to participate in the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
in 2011, and those plans materialized in 2012.  A 
Committee was formed, led by Walter Gwenigale 
(Church of Hope, Des Moines).  The Campaign 
was launched at Synod Assembly in June, 2012, 
with a goal of 100% congregational participation by 
2015.  The committee is currently doing an audit of 
congregations to assess participation.

The Companion Synod Relationship with the Pare 
Diocese in Tanzania continues to be a focus.  The 
commission assisted in preparing a Vision Trip to 
the Pare Diocese in June, which included Bishop 
Burk, Pastor Carlson, and eight people from four 
congregations.  The Synod Companion Committee, 
which spent most of 2011 surveying congregations 
to assess the needs of churches in companionships, 
is being “revamped” to reflect the ongoing and 
changing needs of the relationship.  Bishop Burk and 
Bishop Mjema continue to discuss the direction they 
would like the relationship to go, including a stronger 
emphasis on the Synod/Diocese relationship, and 
increasing the opportunities for congregations who are 
not in parish/parish relationships to participate in the 
companionship.

The Commission’s third major responsibility this 
year was to appoint a workgroup to organize and host 
an “ELCA Glocal Event” in November.   This event 
equipped congregations for God’s work in today’s 
global and local realities as well as their “glocal” 
intersection.   Osta Tweedt (Trinity Lutheran, Ankeny) 
agreed to Chair this workgroup, and with the help 
of the ELCA Churchwide Offices, much of 2012 
was spent organizing and carrying out this effort.  
The event was held at Faith Lutheran in Clive on 
November 2 & 3rd, with approximately 90 people 
from 16 congregations in attendance.  

We look forward to continuing the work of the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign in 2013, as well as the 
Companionship with the Pare Diocese in Tanzania.

Commission Members:  
Thomas Dowling, 
   St. Paul Lutheran, Tama
Ruth Erhardt, 
   First Lutheran, Cedar Rapids
Ron Heideman, 
   Redeemer Lutheran, Indianola
Sheri Krumm - Chair, 
   St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Ames 
Bob Larson, 
   Faith Lutheran, Clive
Linda Livingston, 
   Ascension Lutheran, Marion
Janelle Osbeck, 
   Prince of Peace Lutheran, Des Moines
Pr. Eric Carlson - Commission Liaison,  
  Assistant to the Bishop Southeastern Iowa Synod



CommissionsCommission for Rostered Leadership Support 
Pr. Lisa Parker, Chairperson

The commission meets approximately quarterly 
in Iowa City. Since the 2012 Synod Assembly we 
accomplished the following:

First Call Theological Education
Standing committee chaired by Pr. Jen Henry:

• Hosted a spring gathering focusing on pastoral  
   identity, call, and congregational identity
• Hosted a fall gathering following the Fall  
   Theological Conference 
• Assigned a mentor for each first-year rostered  
  leader and assigned facilitators for colleague  
  groups for second- and third-year rostered leaders.
• Hosted an orientation session for first-year 
   rostered leaders, along with representatives from  
   their churches. 
• Met with representatives from a few first- 
  call congregations to discuss possibilities for  
  congregation-to-congregation mentoring  
  and/or support.

Fall Theological Conference
• Held Fall Conference at Bethesda Lutheran  
  Church in Ames – the first time we’ve met in a  
  congregation.  Dr. Mark Allen Powell from Trinity  
  Seminary and Dr. Mary Hess from Luther  
  Seminary discussed faith formation; Bishop Burk  
  led a Bible study and preached and presided at  
  worship. The planning group revamped the  
  structure, making the event more hospitable,  
  including a Sunday evening opening that included  
  barbecue, a band, a Bible study, and an Iron  
  Chef competion with the speakers and the bishop.   
  Evaluations indicate that the conference was  
  very successful.

  • Planning continues for the 2013 Tri-Synodical  
    Conference, September 22-24, 2013 at the Sheraton  
    in West Des Moines and Faith Lutheran Church  
    in Clive. The speakers are Dr. Per Anderson from  
    Concordia College in Moorhead, MN and Dr.  
    Cynthia Moe-Lobeda from Seattle University.  
    Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson will preside at our  
    Monday evening worship.
 • Began planning for the 2014 Fall Conference to be  
    held September 28-30, 2014 on the eastern side of  
    the synod.

Minimum Compensation Guidelines
  • A working group developed recommendations for  
    2014 with an increase to the base salary of $841  
    for all categories of rostered ministry (2.5%).  
    Comparisons have been made with neighboring  
    synods and other careers in the non-profit sector.

o The working group also added language  
    about part-time calls and removed a minimum  
    suggestion for housing equity.

Renewal/Wholeness Event
•The Office of the Bishop hosted a renewal event  
  with life coach Jill Farmer to help rostered leaders  
  who struggle with competing time demands. This  
  event dovetailed with commission conversations  
  regarding concerns about rostered leaders who are  
  experiencing burn-out and other struggles related to  
  their calls.

Boundaries Workshop
 •There was a Boundaries Workshop in February  
   2013, and the Commission will take responsibility  
   for holding similar workshops regularly.

2013 Spirituality Retreat
  •Ritva Williams spoke at the annual spirituality  
   retreat for rostered leaders in January 2013, with a  
   Bible study led by Don Dovre.  

Commission members include: 
Ruth Blom, AIM, 
  Zion Lutheran Church, Clinton 
Pr. Myron Herzberg, 
  Memorial Lutheran Church, Nevada
Pr. Nate Liedtke, 
  New Life Lutheran Church, Norwalk
Pr. Lisa Parker - Chair,
  Resurrection Lutheran Church, Ankeny
Pr. Erick Swanson,
   First Lutheran Church, Maquoketa
Pr. Julie Higgs - Commission Liaison,  
  Assistant to the Bishop Southeastern Iowa Synod



Commission for Vocation and Faith Formation
Stephanie Johnson, Chairperson

Conferences

This commission is dedicated to enhancing the 
ministries of congregations, leaders, and individual 
members of every age throughout the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod. Wholeness, renewal, and faith 
development are dominant themes that shape the work 
of this commission, paying special attention to youth 
and young adults.

Ministry with Children
  •Three Child Safety Training Events have been  
    provided in 2011 and 2012
  •One of the objectives for 2013 is to develop a  
    network of Faith Formation Educators for Children.

Ministry with Youth
  •Practice Discipleship Project: The goal is to provide  
    training resources for congregations in their faith  
    formation work with young people; fostering  
    faithful, thoughtful and intentional leaders in  
    congregations who follow Jesus in their daily lives.
       o Practice Discipleship: Phase 1 (2011-2012) -  
          Two trainings were held in 2011 and one  
          in 2012. Over 100 adults working with youth  
          in congregations attended the three trainings –  
          mostly volunteers. The focus of Phase 1  
          centered around the Landscape of Youth  
          Ministry and Events as Faith Formation for  
          adults to minister to/with youth.
      o Practice Discipleship: Phase 2 (2013-2014) –  
          Anne Williams is serving as the Synod Coach  
          for the project. We will be provided six trainings  
          focusing on Faith Formation in a Missional Age.  
          More information can be found at www. 
          seiasynod.org/practicediscipleship.
  •Synod Youth Leadership Team 
      o High School Youth trained in Peer Ministry and  
         equipped with skills for the sake of the Gospel in 
         their local communities.
     o The team assisted in leadership for the April 2012  
        High School Gathering and will provide 
        leadership at the Love Like Jesus event in  
        June 2013.

  •Synod High School Gathering 
    o 2012 synod gathering was held April 14-15.
    o 2013 event: Love Like Jesus. A service leadership  
       event for high school youth June 20-23, 2013 at  
       Grand View University in Des Moines. 

  •ELCA National Youth Gathering
     o July 18-22, 2012, New Orleans; 940 participants  
        from the Southeastern Iowa Synod (3rd largest  
        synod attending)
    o Core Team of 8 adults/youth/young adults plus  
       training of 90 small group leaders the “synod  
       day” focused on Discipleship Practices.  Bishop  
       Burk preached/presided at worship.

  •Confirmation/Middle School Ministry
     oTwo events took place in October, 2012 for  
        confirmation-aged youth centered around  
        vocation and wider church connections.  Over 60  
        students participated. Plans are being made for  
        2013 dates.

Members of the Commission:
David Bahnsen,  
   Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch     
Pastor Stacy Grau,
    First Lutheran Church, Fairfield  
Stephanie Johnson - Chair
    Grace Lutheran Church, Des Moines
Pam Larabee-Zierath, AIM,
    Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Iowa City
Melina Littler, 
     Faith Lutheran Church, Clive
Joel Moore,
     St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport
Pr. Dan Solomon, 
     Augustana Lutheran Church, Boone 
Pr. Grant Woodley,
     Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines
Pr. Eric Carlson - Commission Liaison,  
     Assistant to the Bishop Southeastern Iowa Synod

Brian Middleswarth, AIM, resigned as chairperson for 
personal reasons in January, 2012. 


