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“Jesus said, ‘I am 
the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes 
in me will never be 
thirsty.’”  
John 6:35

This “Bishop’s 
Report” is best 
understood as a 2013 
Synod Assembly 
“Pre-Report.” In other 

words, the “official” report will be delivered during. 
It will be both oral and visual and is likely to include 
your participation.  That report will be posted on our 
website (seiasynod.org) after the assembly as a video 
file and in written form. 

For now, as you prepare for the upcoming assembly, 
let me alert you to a few things you should expect:

• When Hungry Hearts Find Bread. The theme 
of this assembly is an intentional reminder that the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod is an “anti-hunger” synod. 
As the Spirit gathers us in West Des Moines, we will 
explore a variety of ways by which our call to feed 
the hungry comes to expression.

   • Anniversary. This is the year the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America celebrates our 25th  

      Anniversary in mission together. The anniversary  
      them, which will shape the 2013 Churchwide  
      Assembly and some important initiatives that  
      flow from it is “Always Being Made New,” based  
      on the Apostle Paul’s contention that “…if anyone  
      is in Christ, there is a new creation.” (2  
      Corinthians 5:17). We will join in that celebration,  
      remembering who we’ve been together in this  
      synod, and giving thanks for our connection to  
      the people of God throughout the whole ELCA and  

   beyond. And we will note that we are always being  
   made new when hungry hearts find bread. In 
   other words, Christ has drawn us into his own  
   mission and it is in actively living out our  
   discipleship that the newness comes to rich  
   expression. Included in our celebration is the  
   welcoming and recognition of a number of  
   special guests.

• Keynote presentation. In addition to the important 
   work of the assembly, which always includes  
   rediscovering the many ways local communities of  
   faith are woven together for the sake of ministry, we  
   will delight in informal conversations, forums, table  
   talk, dining together, and on Friday evening  
   (May 31) following a banquet, we will “feast” on a  
   presentation by the Rev. David Beckmann, 
   president and CEO of Bread for the World. Pastor  
   Beckman is a good friend to this synod and a more  
   regular visitor to the territory after having been  
   honored as a World Food Prize laureate in 2010.  
   He is known for his advocacy efforts on behalf  
   of hungry people throughout the world and I have  
   had the privilege to work with him in some of this  
   church’s advocacy work in Washington, D.C.  
   Among the exciting efforts currently unfolding in  
   this synod is the READing to End Hunger project.  
   An increasing number of congregations in the  
   Southeastern Iowa Synod have accepted the  
   invitation to have several members read Dr.  
   Beckmann’s book, Exodus From Hunger, and then 
   gather for discussion which we hope leads to action.

• Forward Looking. The READing to End Hunger 
  project is only one of many exciting things that have 
  occurred throughout this past year or are currently  
  underway. We’ll give thanks for the many ways  
  that we have partnered together since we were last  
  together in assembly. I will again thank everyone  
   gathered, not only for the ministry being done in  
   local communities of faith in the name of Jesus,  
   but also for the ways you have welcomed me and  
   the assistants to the bishop into your congregations. 
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The opportunities we have to 
be together, especially when 

gathered for worship, is a particular 
gift to us…and it is the best part of 

my own call to ministry. I am keenly 
aware of some of the challenges that local 

communities face or that we face together. But 
it is abundantly clear to me that challenges are much 
more likely to turn into opportunities when we face 
them together. And we are together in Christ.  
    As important as it can be to give thanks for what has 
been happening, even to celebrate our past, this synod 
assembly, like any great anniversary, will be  much 
more focused on our future together. What is God 
calling us to do next?  And what can we expect from 
one another in living out the mission of  
Jesus Christ?

• Things are changing. Life in the church is never 
   static. Or when it seems like it might be, we’re not  
   paying very close attention to God’s call to us. So  
   we will talk and think together about what’s  
   changing on the landscape of the church and the  
   society within which we live out our faith. We will  
   deal with some practical matters. For instance, we  
   will elect people to positions of leadership. We  
   elect a synod secretary at this assembly and several  
   members to the synod council. And as we say “thank  
   you” to a faithful and long-serving treasure, we will  
   welcome and get to know a treasurer newly elected  
   by the synod council. And we will commission the  
   voting members to the upcoming 2013 Churchwide  
   Assembly, who we elected a year ago when we were  
   together. 
      I will also share the hopes associated with the  
   reconfiguration of the staff that serves with me  
   on your behalf. It will result in saying “good bye”  
   to the familiar faces of two colleagues who have  
   served faithfully and well, in order to welcome a  
   colleague dedicated to enhancing our  
   communications capabilities and shifting some  
   of the current staff responsibilities, toward the   
   goal of strengthening our partnerships, all for the  
   sake of mission. 

• Worship. Of course, as people of faith, worship is 
   at the center of all that we do. Our gathering around  
   the means of grace is where we begin and it is what  
   we are persistently drawn back to as we live out  
   our discipleship. It is in worship,… praying, singing,  

   proclaiming and at the Lord’s own table …that  
   our own hungry hearts find bread. We are especially  
   fortunate this year to have with us a group of global  
   musicians, related to our own ELCA Global Mission  
   ministry. They will lead us in song and prayer. They  
   will assist us in giving voice to our own commitment  
   to feeding the hungry, fighting malaria, responding  
   to disaster, celebrating our connection Christians  
   around the world, Lutheran and non-Lutheran alike.  

There is even more to expect. For now, please know 
that I continue to thank God for your partnership in 
the gospel. I regularly pray for the leaders, members, 
and congregations of this synod and I am humbled 
knowing that many of you pray for me. It is a privilege 
to be your bishop. And I am so looking forward to 
being with many of you for our assembly May 31-
June 1. 
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Love grows in a weary world
when hungry hearts find bread

and children’s dreams are fed.
Love grows in a weary world:

the promised feast of plenty comes. 
ELW 726   v 2


