
Resolution # 2 2021 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly, Housing and Welcoming Refugee Children 1	

WHEREAS, we are mindful that governing in these pandemic times is challenging, especially when it comes to 2	

welcoming new people to our state; and 3	

WHEREAS, according to the April 8, 2021 Associated Press article by David Pitti, “Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds on 4	

Thursday said she has rejected a federal request to accept migrant children into the state. Reynolds told WHO 5	

radio that her priority is the health and safety of Iowans and that the state doesn’t have facilities to house 6	

migrant children for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services;” and   7	

WHEREAS, we, like many others, were reminded of Gov. Robert Ray’s response to another refugee crisis. As 8	

reported by Randy Evans on April 13, 2021 in the Iowa Dispatchii, “…a different humanitarian crisis grabbed 9	

the world’s attention in 1979, this one involving the ‘boat people’ from Southeast Asia. Gov. Ray said, “‘I saw 10	

that we really only had two choices: We could either turn our backs as countless others suffered and died, or 11	

we could extend a hand to help and, in doing so, prevent tragic loss of innocent lives;’” and                                                           12	

WHEREAS, we are a state built and enhanced by a wide variety of immigrants throughout the decades. We 13	

recognize that immigrants enrich our lives and our state; and 14	

WHEREAS, the holy scriptures are filled with references of welcome to strangersiii, chiefly from Matthew 15	

25:35, where Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 16	

stranger and you welcomed me;” and 17	

WHEREAS, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) voted on 18	

August 7 to approve a memorial that affirms the denomination's long-standing commitment to migrants and 19	

refugees and declares the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) a sanctuary church bodyiv. 20	

Recognizing that the ELCA was the first North American denomination to declare itself a sanctuary church 21	

body; and  22	

WHEREAS, as a sanctuary church, the ELCA publicly declared that walking alongside immigrants and refugees 23	

is a matter of faith. In January of 2019, the Cedar River Forum voted to become a sanctuary conference in the 24	

Southeastern Iowa Synod, and encouraged other areas to make a similar welcome to refugees; therefore, be it 25	

RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA, in Assembly, affirm the ELCA’s commitment to 26	

welcome refugees, especially children in need; and be it further 27	

RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA, in Assembly, urge the leaders, congregations, and 28	

members of the Southeastern Iowa Synod to reach out to our Iowa State leaders in 2021 and beyond to 29	

engage with state and faith-based organizations that are equipped to attend to refugee children and to 30	

welcome needy children to the State of Iowa.  31	

Submitted by: 32	

1. The Rev. Tricia Volberding Decker, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 33	

2. The Rev. Jayne M. Thompson, Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 34	

3. The Rev. Kathryn Franzenburg, Retired, Cedar Rapids 35	

4. The Rev. Dr. Ritva H. Williams, Saint Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 36	

5. The Rev. Brian Middleswarth, Saint John Lutheran Church, Ely 37	

6. The Rev. Randy Kasch, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Vinton 38	

7. Pastor Katie Lowe-Lancaster, Holy Trinity, North Liberty 39	

	
i AP article by David Pitt https://apnews.com/article/kim-reynolds-iowa-immigration-9c1b43cab8b52c8bdf5b597934fd5406 

 
ii https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2021/04/13/bob-ray-would-never-have-said-refugee-children-are-not-our-problem/ 
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iii 22 Bible verses welcoming immigrants https://sojo.net/22-bible- verses-welcoming-immigrants  

 
iv 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8004	


