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Scripture Readings and Sermon for the Festival of Pentecost for use in worship. 
 
The First Reading                       Isaiah 43:16-19 
  
A reading from Isaiah. Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 
waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of 
old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 
  
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Second Reading                 Acts 2:1-4, 14-21      
  
A reading from Acts. 1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem], “People of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
 and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
 in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
 and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
 and signs on the earth below, 
 blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
 and the moon to blood, 
 before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
  
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
  
Gospel                                              Matthew 28:16-20 
             



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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