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NO. 2 

WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN 

AMERICA 

Southeastern Iowa Synodical Womenôs 

Organization  

TIME IS RUNNING OUT   

GET YOUR RESERVATIONS  IN FOR THE 

2015 TRI-SYNODICAL GATHERING AND CONVENTION            

SYNODICAL WOMENôS ORGANIZATION 

28TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

JUNE 19-20, 2015 

 

IOWA CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE ï FT. DODGE, IOWA 

Generations of Faith 

TEXT:  PSALM 100:5 

ñFor the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faith-

fulness to all generations.ò 

                



 

 

Sandyõs Scribblings 

On this Sunday, windy spring afternoon, I can 

relate to the leaves that are blowing in the wind.  

That, I am not in control of my life now or ever. 

That God is in control of my live.  I may have 

everything planned to accomplish all on my ñto 

do listò.  But something always happens and my 

plans are not finished or even started.  That I am 

needed somewhere that is more important than 

my list of items.  As I learned a lesson yesterday 

when the car would not start, Godôs timing not 

yours, Sandy. ñFor everything there is a season 

and a time for every matter under heaven.ò Eccle-

siastes 3:1.  Ok, I am  listening, Lord.  Be still 

and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10. Yes, Lord 

I am still, the car is not going anywhere- it wonôt 

start Lord.  Lord, (as I wrestled with this prob-

lem)ðI am going to be late.  The reply I heard 

was ñSOò.  My reply was, but Lord, I hate going 

anywhere late.  20 minutes later totally frustrated 

with the situation.  I wanted immediate response, 

action.  Ok, I am listening, Lord. ñWith God all 

things are possible.ò  Thank you, Lord as the car 

started.  Yes, I was now running late.  But God 

said it was his time not mine.  Stop, slow down, 

listen to me, and be still.  Yes, I have placed, 

somehow too much on my plate or my plate is not 

large enough depends on how I want to look at it.  

I woke up this morning with this saying, ñThis is 

the day that the Lord has made, I will rejoice and 

be glad in it.  This is a good way to start my day.  

Thank you, Lord for giving me this gentle  

reminder.  

 

ñFor the Lord is good; and his love endures for-

ever, and his faithfulness to all generations.ò  

Psalm 100:5 this is the theme verse for our 2015 

All Iowa Synodical Convention, women from all 

3 ELCA synods will travel to Iowa Central Com-

munity College in Fort Dodge, Iowa on June 19-

20th to attend.  Registration will begin on Friday 

morning at 10:00 am.   The Opening worship 

with communion is at 1:00pm.  The Bishop Prios 

of  Northeastern Iowa will be preaching.   It will 

be a busy day and half of activities and  enjoy-

ment for all the ladies across the state of Iowa.  In 

our business meeting we will be electing a Presi-

dent and Secretary and 3 board members, if, you 

are interested or know someone who is the  nomi-

nating form is in this issue of the Directions. 

 

Still looking for anyone who would love to be on 

the Human Trafficking Committee, contact me at  

chantimm1@netzero.net.   Human Trafficking is 

horrible and needs to be stopped, as women of the 

ELCA we can use our voice and let the  

Traffickers know that we are going to stop this. I 

have discovered I have a passion for this project.   

 

Church wide has announced a new process for  

Triennial Group Promoters look for the article in 

this Directions edition. Synods will no longer 

have a TGP supported by Churchwide, but there 

will be 9 or 10 ladies selected to be TGP in 

Churchwide. 

 

ñBlessed are Women whose hearts and souls are 

joined together by laughter and tears for they  

shall be known as SISTERS.ò 

Sandy 

 

Ps.  My little grandson, Trevor, now weighs 9 

pounds 1.5 ounces and is doing wellðThank 

you, Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

SE Iowa Synodical Women's Organization 

CALL FOR 2015 NOMINATIONS 

We are seeking nominations for the SEIA Women's 

Organization for election at our June 2015 Synodical 

Women's Organization Gathering. 

Executive and Board positions to be elected are: 

President- 2 year term 

Secretary- 2 year term 

Three Board Members- 2 year term 

We urge you to consider serving our Organization 

in one of the positions or to recommend someone 

to be considered. 

Please contact one of the 

SWO Nominating Committee members. 

LaVon Heston, Chair 515-287-4855 

Lynda Miller 563-285-8613 

Judy Munger 515-971-1549 

Sue Mangels-Advisor 319-524-7615 

2 



 

 

TRI-SYNODICAL GATHERING 

Pack your bags and get your registration in for our Tri-synodical Gathering this spring!  Generations of 

Faith is the theme of our state-wide WELCA gathering in Fort Dodge on June 19th and 20th. 

Wyvetta Bullock from Bishop Eaton's office will be the key note speaker and our church-wide repre-

sentatives will be there to speak and do a workshop on one of the best kept 

secrets, the WELCA units in our congregations and how they can grow.  We are especially excited be-

cause the representative for Southeast Iowa synod is the national President, Patti Austin.  Those of us 

who attended the Triennial in Charlotte know what a fireball she is. 

To go along with our theme, there will be workshops on Genealogy by Theresa Liewer from the State 

Genealogical Society, Church Music through the Ages,  and Scrap Booking.  Other interest groups in-

clude the Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach from the  University of Iowa, Funeral Planning and Advanced 

Directives, Gateway to Discovery presentation and Curt Henderson from the Iowa Attorney General's 

office will be leading a workshop on Human Trafficking.  We have a few more that we are still  

working on. 

Registration is $70.00  Let's be creative in our units and offer some scholarships or help to those  

wanting to go but find it a financial hardship. 

So, get those registrations in and get packing!  We will see you there in June. 

Kathryn Bly, Interest Group chair 
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BE  PART OF THE ACTION!!! 

You could be part of the team that gets to plan events, bring ideas, meet new and fun gals,  and 
learn a lot too.  We still have spots for you to allow your name to be nominated for the SWO  board 
or for the nominating committee.  Just fill out the nominations form in the DIRECTIONS  and send 
it to one of the nomination committee members.  If you can't do it yourself you may think of some-
one who would be perfect for this opportunity...But the Gathering is coming up fast so we need to 
have the info for the information book.   If you want to nominate from the floor at the business 
meeting be sure to get the info to the committee so it can be passed out. 

Many who have served have found it to be a wonderful Blessing so give it a try!! 

 

   Sue Mangels    Judy Munger   

   sue.mangels52@gmail.com 515-971-1549 

   319 524 7615 

     

   Lynda Miller    LaVon Heston 

   lmchurchlady56@gmail.com lavonheston@msn.com 

   563 285 8613   515-490-3074 



 

 

 

 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Southeastern Iowa Synodical Womenôs Organization 

NOMINATING FORM 

Please send in form by May 1, 2015 

I believe that _____________________ would be a good candidate for the following positions(s): 

____ President (2 year term) ____ Secretary (2 year term) ____Board Member (2 year term) 

____Nominating Committee (1 year term) 

Name of nominee __________________________________________________ Cluster ________ 

Address _______________________________ City, State, Zip _____________________________ 

Home Phone ( ) _______________________ Work Phone ( ) _________________________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________ 

Name of City/Town of Congregation ___________________________________________________ 

Experience: Please begin with the most recent and list significant experience in each area over the last five years 

If additional space is needed, please use the back of this form, or an additional sheet of paper. 

1. Women of the ELCA Congregational Unit _____________________________________________ 

2. Women of the ELCA Cluster/Synodical Womenôs Organization ____________________________ 

3. Congregational _________________________________________________________________ 

4. Conference/Synod ______________________________________________________________ 

5. Other Organizations (community, school, etc.) ________________________________________ 

6. Occupational History ____________________________________________________________ 

7. Some of the many talents she has to share are: _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Age range: ____ 34 and under ____ 35-49 ____ 50-64 ____ 65 and over 

Ethnic/Racial Heritage: ____American Indian ____ Asian ____African American ____Caucasian 

____ Hispanic _____Other (specify) __________________________________________________ 

 

Form Submitted by: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________ City, State, Zip _______________ 

 

Phone ( ) ___________________________ Email Address ______________________________ 

 

Nomineeôs Signature ____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____Please check here for permission to be granted for Bio information to be placed on the SEIA web site 

prior to the Gathering. 

 

 

Send form to: Lavon Heston, 6300 School Street, Apt. 309, Windsor Heights, IA 50324-1876 
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Generations of Faith 

 

2015 TRI-SYNODICAL GATHERING AND CONVENTION            

SYNODICAL WOMENôS ORGANIZATION 

28TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

JUNE 19-20, 2015 

 

IOWA CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE ï FT. DODGE, IOWA 

 

TEXT:  PSALM 100:5 

 

ñFor the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.ò 

                

               

  Name: ____________________________________  Telephone #:  _____________  

 

   Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Church Name and Address:_______________________________________________________  

 

               Please check one:   Voting Delegate ______         Visitor ______     Presenter ______            

 

                 SWO Board Member ______ 

                   

                Registration Fees:  $70  Friday and Saturday ______        After May 15:  $75 ______       

 

 

                       $45 Friday only______    $45 Saturday only ______  

 

  Allergies or DietaryRestrictions:_________________________________________________  

 

Send Registration Form and Payment to: 

Linda Kortemeyer 

3406 Forest Road 

Davenport, IA  52807 

*This is a Fragrance Free Gathering* 
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Church Wide Representative 

 

I am honored and pleased to announce to you the Women of the ELCA in Southeastern Iowa Synod that 

Patti Austin, President of the Executive Board, 2014-2017.  Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America, will be our church wide representative for the 2015 Tri-Synod Gathering on June 19, and 20 

in Fort Dodge.Patti was elected president of the churchwide board of Women of the ELCA in July 2014 

at the Triennial in Charlotte, North Carolina. Before her election, she served on the churchwide executive 

board and was appointed to  the board development and constitutional review committees. She also 

served for two terms on the board of the Southeastern Synodical Womenôs Organization, leading  

leadership workshops throughout the Southeast. 

 

Your President,  

Sandy Chadonia 

Directions Subscription Form 

Cost is $5 annually payable to: 

Southeastern Iowa Synodical Women of the ELCA. 

To subscribe to Directions, please fill out the form below and mail with 

payment to:  SWO TREASURER 

                                                          Linda Kortemeyer 

3406 Forest Road 

                           Davenport, IA 52807 

If you are sending in a subscription for more than one person; please put their information on a separate sheet of  

paper, with names and addresses.  

                                                                  Date _____  ________  __________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________State _____ Zip + 4 _______________ 

Phone __________________ Church and Town ____________________________________ 

E-mail Address __________________________________ Cluster _____________________ 
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A Thank You from  Iola Tollakson 

I've received many notes and cards from well-wishers and just want 

people to know I really appreciate their thoughtfulness and concern. I 

thank our God for each and every day of opportunity.  

Like I always say, a day is a day! 
 



 

 

7 

 

2015 TRI-SYNOD 

(ALL IOWA) 

GATHERING 

      WǳƴŜ мф ŀƴŘ нлΣ нлмр 

Your planning committee, (Julie 

Leeper, Alma Chapman and Sandy 

Chandonia) from Southeastern Iowa 

Synod has been working with Western 

and Northeastern Iowa Synods to 

organize the 2015 Tri-Synod (All Iowa) 

Gathering. The Western Synod is the 

host synod. The Gathering will be held 

at Iowa Community College, Fort 

Dodge, Iowa on June 19 & 20, 2015. 

Opening Worship is scheduled to 

begin on Friday, June 19th at 1:00 pm. 

Closing Worship is planned for 4:00pm on 

Saturday, June 20th. 

The theme is Generations of Faith, theme Bible Verse is Psalm 100:5 ñFor the Lord is 

good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all  

generations.ò 

Our keynote speaker will be Rev Dr Wyvetta Bullock Assistant to the Presiding Bish-

op. If you attended the 9th Triennial you have heard her speak to us there. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the Gathering we need a parliamentarian, 

credentials, claims, reference and council and elections committee members. Anyone 

willing to volunteer please contact Sandy Chandonia  email is chan-

timm1@netzero.net or call me at  641-485-0360. 

Arrangements for blocks of rooms have been made with motels in the   area. 

The ones nearest to the college: 

Americinn Lodge & Suites                  100 W Kenyon Rd. Ft Dodge 

Phone: 515-576-2100                           Rate: $89.20 for 2 queen beds 

They do offer a breakfast.                      Block of rooms under ñIowa W-ELCAò 

Best Western Starlite Village              1518 3rd Ave NW 

Phone: 515-573-7177                                  Rate: $84.00 Single queen, $104.00     for 2 queen beds 

They do offer a breakfast.                    Block of rooms under ñELCAò 

Make plans to attend the 2 day event with Women of the ELCA 

from across the state of Iowa. 
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In Kind Gifts for Tri-Synodical 

 

Gateway to Discovery- A recovery house and program for women whose drug and alcohol abuse  

have led them to this place.  It is a small home with about 5 patients at any given time. Their needs are 

listed below: 

Cleaning supplies such as Lysol, laundry softener, bathroom cleaner, glass cleaner, toilet cleaner, dryer 

sheets, dish soap, hand soap, garbage bags, etc. Personal products such as shavers/razors, feminine  

hygiene products, tissues, socks, floss, toilet paper, Hygiene products such as shampoo/conditioner, body 

wash, lotion, deodorant, nail clippers, hair spray, hair accessories, etc., 

Household items such as NEW twin comforters, pillows, blankets, pillowcases 

Visit them at wwwgatewaytodiscovery.org or 

 

The Domestic/Sexual Assault Outreach Center-An emergency home for women and children  

who have fled their homes due to assault or violence. A large home, housing 25+ people at any  

given time.  Their needs are: Body wash, dish soap, laundry soap, paper towels and paper plates,  

napkins, facial tissues, toilet paper, light bulbs, batteries, storage/freezer bags, garbage bags,  

diapers (size 4&5), baby wipes, baby lotion, gas cards, feminine products, etc. 

 

****For the above agencies, please bundle your gifts so they may be transported with relative  

ease and designate on the bundle who the recipient is.  Thank You 

 

LUTHERAN CHAPLAINCY OUTREACH -Ministry at Iowa University Hospital and Clinics,  

Iowa City.    Prayer shawls  

 

Thank you in advance for the abundance of giving I know happens when we are gathered together. 

The Tri-Synodical In-Kind Gifts Committee 

Jean Dexter, Ruth Hilgerson, Sue Mangels 

2015 TRI-SYNODICAL GATHERING AND CONVENTION            

SYNODICAL WOMENôS ORGANIZATION 

28TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

JUNE 19-20, 2015 



 

 

Dollars and Cents from SWO Treasurer Linda Kortemeyer 

How fast this year has been moving and now it is 

time to update people in our Southeastern Iowa  

Synodical Womenôs Organization. So I thought it 

would be a good idea to highlight what has  been 

done and what will be done in the next few 

months. 

1. AUDIT/REVIEW: I am working with a four-

member review committee (allowed by the  

CWO) to look over all our financial papers from 

the last fiscal year (February 1, 2014 to  

January 31, 2015). We will be meeting on Satur-

day, April 18 at my home so we will have  access 

to the computer and on-line banking documents, 

plus the Quicken program. We  are doing this to 

meet requirements of the IRS and we can reduce 

our costs by using a review team at this point in 

time. The final year-end-report will be in our 

Gathering Convention materials for delegates and 

participants to see. 

2. BUDGET FOR 2016-17: The SWO board 

members looked at a draft budget for 2016-17 

and will do final work at our May 9th meeting 

before sending the proposed budget to the printer. 

The budget will need to be approved at our Tri-

Synod Gathering in June and then will be submit-

ted to the CWO for filing. 

3. ADDRESS CHANGE FOR CWO: A change 

has been made in the mailing  

address for submitting money to the CWO this 

spring. The treasurers in our SEIA 

 organization should continue to send me (Linda 

S. Kortemeyer) checks and other special dona-

tions. They should use Form A and include their 

check with the form. Then I record the cluster or 

church unit donation before sending 50% of the 

monies to the CWO processing center  in Merri-

field, Virginia. We previously sent the SWO do-

nations to a center in Chicago. You can get new 

forms off the ELCA website or use the ones you 

have.  

4. Newest SEIA Treasurer: Some church unit 

treasurers have been sending checks to Deb  Hu-

sak who was our previous treasurer. As of Febru-

ary 1, 2015 my role as the SEIA SWO treasurer 

started. I am now taking care of our financial rec-

ords. Deb has been wonderful about forwarding 

your checks to me, but this delays our efficient 

handling of your donations.  My address is:  

SEIA SWO Treasurer, Linda S. Kortemeyer, 

3406 Forest  

Road, Davenport, IA  52807.  My phone is: 563-

359-7364 if you need to call me about  

anything relating to our finances. My e-mail ad-

dress is: Lindakorte@juno.com 

5. TRI-SYNOD GATHERING: We are eager to 

have people register for the Tri-Synod  

Convention in Ft. Dodge which will be held June 

19 and 20, 2015.  I am serving as the  

registrar for our Southeastern Iowa SWO this 

year. There will be a team of assistants at the ac-

tual gathering that weekend who will check in 

our guests as they arrive. We would  

love to have a delegate from each of our churches 

attend the event and participate in the business 

voting sessions. Please consider sending someone 

from your congregation  

as a delegate. There should be a form and more 

information in this edition of ñDirectionsò about 

the gathering.  You can copy the form, fill it out, 

and mail to me for processing. We would appre-

ciate getting the form and checks as soon as pos-

sible to help with our planning. We want to make 

sure everyone who is coming has time to make 

hotel reservations and receive any other infor-

mation needed about the Gathering of our three 

synodical organizations. It should be an amazing 

experience for all.  

                              (Contôd  on page 10) 
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Publication and Deadline  Dates 

Issue  Deadline    Mailing Date 

Springééé..Feb. 10éé .é.March 1st 

 

Summeréé...April 10éé...May 1st 

 

Falléééé..August 10é...September 1st 

 

WinteréééNovember 10éDecember 1st 
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FALL Issue  

Deadline:  

August 10, 2015  

 

(contôd from page 9) Dollars and Cents from SWO Treasurer Linda Kortemeyer 

6. Treasurer Data Base:  I am updating my data base as the year progresses with the name, address, 

phone, e-mail, and church name of all our current treasurers in the SEIA SWO. I donôt have a complete 

list of all who are currently serving as WELCA treasurers to their churches but would really like to know 

who you are. If you wonôt be sending a check for some time, could you please just send me your infor-

mation so I can add your name to our data base?  This will really help in getting important news back to 

you during the year. 

7. Financial Updates:  Last year we got approximately $15,866 from congregational units and $1,330 

from Cluster meetings (including a $50 offering for the Women in Ministries Scholarship.)  We sent 50% 

of those monies to the CWO; so they received $8,598 from regular offerings plus $1,145 from convention 

offerings. At this time we show a surplus of $1,673 of income over expenses for the last fiscal year. We 

recorded 60 congregational units made donations last year and 8 cluster groups sent checks.  

8. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL.  What more can we say then you are  

doing a great job in your churches and making such a difference to women throughout our country and 

across the globe. You are a blessing to all of us. 

OFFICIAL CONVENTION NOTICE 

You are hereby notified that the 28th Annual Southeastern Iowa Synodical Womenôs  

Organization  Gathering/Convention will be held on June 19 & 20, 2015 at Iowa Community  

College, Fort Dodge, Iowa  to conduct the official business and elect new officers and board 

members.  Each congregation is entitled and encouraged to send a delegate. This is the 2015 

Tri-Synod (All Iowa) Gathering. 

This serves as official notice as required by the constitution of the Women of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. 

Lois OôDonnell, SWO Secretary 


