
Resolution #2, Reaffirmation of Anti-Racism Efforts 1 

2 

WHEREAS, the ELCA's social policy resolution, "Condemnation of White Supremacy and 3 

Racist Rhetoric," adopted by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, resolves and states: "As 4 

persons called to love one another as God has loved us, we therefore proclaim our commitment 5 

to speak with one voice against racism and white supremacy. We stand with those who are 6 

targets of racist ideologies and actions." As church, together we must work to condemn white 7 

supremacy in all forms and recommit ourselves to confront and exorcize the sins of injustice, 8 

racism and white supremacy in church and society and within ourselves as individuals and 9 

households. https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8039; and 10 

11 

WHEREAS, the resolution further resolved that, “We call all congregations of the Evangelical 12 

Lutheran Church in America to engage in communal study of the structures and rhetoric that 13 

empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and to take to heart the teaching of Scriptures, so 14 

we may all be better equipped to speak boldly about the equal dignity of all persons in the eyes 15 

of God;” and  16 

17 

WHEREAS, on Saturday, May 14, 2022, an avowed white supremacist and proponent of the 18 

“replacement theory” launched a deadly massacre on the predominantly African American 19 

community’s Tops Friendly Market grocery store in Buffalo, MY. He killed ten shoppers and 20 

injured many others in the attack. Erie County Sheriff John Garcia said, “This was pure evil," 21 

calling the shooting a, "straight-up racially motivated hate crime from somebody outside of our 22 

community;" and 23 

24 

WHEREAS, on Sunday, May 15, 2022, another mass shooter attacked a predominantly 25 

Taiwanese congregation in Laguna Woods, CA with the intent of murdering as many people as 26 

possible; and 27 

28 

WHEREAS, there has been a rise in hate crimes and racially motivated attacks on communities 29 

of color. “About 64.9 percent of the 8,052 reported hate crime incidents that year were based on 30 

race, ethnicity or ancestry bias, according to the F.B.I. Within that category, Black Americans 31 

made up more than half of the victims” https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/16/us/hate-crimes-32 

black-african-americans.html; therefore, be it 33 

34 

RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Iowa Synod at its 2022 assembly reaffirm its commitment to 35 

work on diversity, equity, and inclusion among all people, as well as to clearly denounce white 36 

supremacy as racism and condemn it, and to energize our efforts in our congregations and with 37 

the synod’s Anti-racism Network. 38 

39 

Submitted by: 40 

The Rev. Jayne M. Thompson, Chaplain of Coe College, Cedar Rapids 41 

The Rev. Timothy Smith, Holy Trinity, North Liberty 42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

The Rev. Dennis Rodenberg, Zion, Wyoming and St. John, Olin 

The Rev. Trish Decker, Gloria Dei, Cedar Rapids 

Mr. Ev Peterson, St. Stephens, Cedar Rapids 

47 

Adopted May 2022
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