
           The Proposed Standing Rules for the 2013 Synod Assembly

Standing 
Rules

1. Representatives of institutions and agencies        
    supported by this synod, members of synod           
    commissions, and members of synod assembly   
    committees who are not voting members of this       
    assembly are accorded the privilege of voice 
    without vote. (See S7.23)

2. The Reference and Counsel Committee shall 
establish priorities and recommend time allotments 
for the consideration of resolutions. The committee 
shall report all resolutions as required by S7.51.04. 
The committee may recommend adoption or defeat 
of a resolution. The committee may also move 
amendments to resolutions (including substitute 
resolutions), move indefinite postponement of a 
resolution, or move to refer a resolution. It may also 
report a resolution with no recommendation.

3. Each voting member wishing to speak shall 
prominently display a green, red, or white card at all 
times while waiting to be recognized by the chair. A 
green card indicates that the speaker wishes to speak 
in favor of the resolution under consideration. A red 
card indicates that the speaker wishes to speak against 
the resolution under consideration. A white card 
indicates that the speaker has a question or wishes to 
raise a point of order.

4. Each speaker shall identify himself or herself 
by name and congregation or other affiliation after 
recognition by the chair.

5. No speaker shall speak more than twice on the same 
question at the same plenary session, nor longer than 
two minutes per speech. A second time to speak on 
one subject shall be granted only after all other voting 
members desiring to speak on the subject have had the 
opportunity to do so.

6. Members shall identify themselves by wearing 
name tags.

7. A member who makes a nomination from the floor 
shall have the consent of the nominee, and shall 
submit biographical information to the Secretary upon 
making the nomination, on a form provided for that 
purpose.

8. During plenary sessions, voting members shall 
be seated in the voting members’ section while all 
nonvoting participants shall remain in their designated 
areas.

9. Any amendment to the proposed budget for 2014 
that would increase a budget area must include a 
proposal for decreasing another area by the same 
amount so that the budget total remains unchanged; 
and, in accordance with S10.04, shall require a 2/3 
vote for adoption.

10. Guests shall be introduced at the discretion of the 
chair.

11. The chair may order a vote by written ballot on 
any question to assure the accuracy of the count.

12. The Bishop, at his/her discretion and in light of 
situations during the assembly, shall have the authority 
to make minor adjustments to the approved agenda 
and program.

13. In the event the Bishop is unable to preside over 
any portion of the Synod Assembly, the Secretary shall 
assume the chair.

14. The Bishop may remain in the chair during the oral 
presentation of his report to the Synod Assembly.

15. Any Assembly business not completed by the 
Voting Members at the time of adjournment shall 
automatically be referred to Synod Council for 
disposition.


