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What is a 
Synod Assembly?
Each spring, synods gather in 
assembly to uplift and celebrate 
ministries and address the official 
business of the synod - approve 
compensation guidelines, adopt a 
budget, address resolutions, and 
elect members to Synod Council.  
The Assembly is this synod’s 
highest legislative authority, 
limited only by the constitution 
and bylaws of the synod and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, and the assembly’s own 
resolutions.   But it is so much 
more.  This is a cherished time 
when we gather from across the 
synod.  We reconnect with friends, 
meet new ones, and share what it 
means to be the body of Christ. 
There will be opportunity to 
spend time in biblical reflection 
and gather with folks from other 
congregations in small group 
discussion, as well as participate 
in a variety of forums with topics 
related to our life together.    

Registration & 
Orientation
Onsite registration at assembly 
begins Friday, May 31 at 8:00 a.m 
in the lobby of Lutheran Church 
of Hope. Orientation sessions are 
offered at 8:30 am and again at 
9:15 am on Friday.  These sessions 
are for anyone who has questions 
about their time at assembly.  
Wondering how to participate 
in the business of the assembly?  
Looking for ideas to take the 
information back to your home 
congregation after the assembly?     
Led by Parliamentarian, Pr. Lyle 
Kleman and Secretary, Cheryl 
Hollich, AIM. 

Pre-Assembly 
Materials
To be good stewards of our 
environmental and financial 
resources, the pre-assembly book 
will only be available online on the 
synod’s website (www.seiasynod.
org). Paperwork essential to 
assembly business will be provided 
at assembly registration.  

Place
Lutheran Church of Hope  
located at:
925 Jordan Creek Parkway
West Des Moines, IA  50266
Phone #:  515-222-1520

Business meetings will be held in 
The Bridge. Directions to and maps 
of Lutheran Church of Hope are 
available on page 3.  An elevator is 
available outside Room #201.

Parking 
Parking is available in any of the 
lots surrounding Lutheran Church 
of Hope.  The main entrance of the 
church is located on the south side 
of the building.

Business
The assembly will approve 
a budget and compensation 
guidelines, hold elections for 
synod council, as well as consider 
resolutions that are brought before 
the gathering.

Wi-Fi
To access wireless internet during 
assembly, please use the following:
SSID:      HOPE_Synod
Pass:      John6v35

Offering
The offering received at 
this year’s synod assembly 
will support the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal.  Offering 
envelopes will be included in 
assembly packets provided at 
assembly.

Resolutions
In accordance with S7.51.04 
of the synod constitution, the 
deadline for resolutions was April 
16, 2013.  The Reference and 
Counsel Committee may take 
into consideration resolutions that 
arrive after the deadline.  Submit 
resolutions to Lorraine Jordan 
(jordan@seiasynod.org).  Tips for 
writing a resolution can be found at 
http://seiasynod.org/news-events/
synod-assemblies/resolutions/   

Who May Register?
In accordance with S7.21 of the 
synod constitution, voting members 
to the Assembly are the following:  
   1)  All rostered individuals in the  
        synod.
   2) The formula for  
        congregational representation  
        for the synod assembly is:
        -Two voting members elected   
          by each congregation  
          (one male, one female)  
          plus an additional lay voting  
          member or every 500  
          baptized members over   750  
          (i.e. 1250=1 additional,  
          2250=3 additional,  etc.).  
*All assembly voting members 
must be voting members of their 
congregations.   
*For broader representation, only 
one  member per household is 
preferred.     
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*The total lay 
delegation from 

any congregation 
must be, as nearly as 

possible, 50% male and 
50% female.

3) Members of the Synod Council.
For more information on 
registration including registering 
youth, please visit: www.
seiasynod.org/news-events/synod-
assemblies/2013-synod-assembly/

Assembly Visitors
Any interested person may register 
as a visitor to the assembly.  
Visitors will be seated in a special 
section during business meetings.

Hotel Information
A limited number of hotel rooms 
have been reserved for assembly 
participants under a block for 
the Southeastern Iowa Synod.   
Room types (king, double, etc) 
will be reserved by the hotel on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
Hotel rooms will be held through 
Thursday, May 9, after which 
unreserved rooms will be released. 

West Des Moines Marriott                                          
1250 Jordan Creek Parkway                                       
West Des Moines, Iowa 50266                                    
515-267-1500

SpringHill Suites                                                          
Friday, May 31, 2013
1236 Jordan Creek Parkway                                       
West Des Moines, Iowa 50266                                 
515-223-9005

Sheraton West Des Moines                                          
Friday, May 31, 2013
1800 50th Street                                                               
West Des Moines, Iowa 50266 
515-223-1800

Wellness Activities
Start your day energized and 
refreshed!  In keeping to our 
commitment of wellness, an 
assortment of wellness activities 
is scheduled beginning at 7:30 
am on Saturday morning.  You 
are invited to wear or bring 
comfortable clothing and tennis 
shoes for the morning activities.   
Initial selections include the topics: 
Walking the Devotional Way; 
Healthy Living in a Christian 
Setting; Meditation through 
Music; Interaction through the 
Arts; and Christian Yoga (Mats 
will be available but if have access 
to a mat and plan to participate, 
please consider bringing yours 
to help with the supply.)  A final 
list of activities will be available 
at registration.  An added plus- 
breakfast will be served at the 
church allowing participants to 
move directly from wellness 
activity to breakfast to worship.   

Child Care
Child care will be offered for 
children of voting members, and 
will be made available during 
worship and plenaries. For 
planning purposes, pre-registration 
is required. The form may be 
found on synod assembly page 
on the synod’s website. The cost 
is $10 per day which can be paid 
the day of assembly. When you 
arrive, check in at the assembly 
information desk to receive 
medical information forms and 
additional communication. Child 
Care Schedule: Friday: 10:00 - 
12:30; 1:30 - 6:15 Saturday: 8:30 - 
12:30; 1:30 - 3:00 Children will eat 
meals with parents.

Meals
Meals included in  assembly 
registration:
  Full breakfast both Friday and    
  Saturday mornings beginning at  
  7:30 am in the Atrium
        Assorted eggs, meats, fruit,  
        sweets, and beverages
  Friday and Saturday lunch buffet  
       (sandwiches and salads on  
       Friday; Pasta Bar on Saturday)
  Friday afternoon  
       beverage and snack break
  Friday evening banquet
Vegetarian, vegan, and non-dairy 
options available.  

Des Moines Area Info
As Iowa’s capital city, Des Moines 
is a hub of government action, 
business activity, arts and cultural 
events. The city has a population 
approaching 200,000 and a metro 
population of nearly 500,000.  
For more information about the 
Des Moines area, visit www.
seedesmoines.com. 

Photography/Video 
Notice
Please be aware that the assembly 
will be webcast. This means you 
may end up on camera. We will 
also be taking photos of the event. 
It is likely your image will be taken 
and possibly used for publication 
or broadcast.

Additional 
Information
Questions concerning synod 
assembly may be directed to the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod office at:

  (319) 338-1273

Emergency contact during  
synod assembly:

 (319) 351-9054 
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