
Commissions

Conference 1
Northwest Conference
    The Northwest Conference is made up of fourteen 
congregations nestled way up in the far northwest 
corner of the Synod.  This year we bid farewell to 
Pastor Scott Johnson (University Lutheran Center to 
St. Petri in Story City, IA) Pastor Jamie 
Gallagher and Pastor Katie Gallagher (Palestine 
Lutheran Church, Huxley) and Interim Pastor Kathy 
Gerking (Bethesda Lutheran Church Ames) We have 
welcomed into our midst Interim Pastor David Cline 
(Palestine Lutheran Church, Huxley).  
   Each week we have two groups of pastors that meet 
to share in conversation and study the lectionary. One 
group together with friends from NE IA Synod gathers 
on Tuesdays at the Iowa State University Center in 
Ames (which houses Campus Ministry and Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church). The other group of pastors 
meets on Wednesday at Bethesda Lutheran in Ames. 
Rostered members of our conference also gather in 
early December for an Advent dinner. 

Pr. Timothy Maybee, Conference Dean

Conference 2 
Good Earth Conference
   We welcome Pastor Zachary Bey to First Lutheran 
in Newton.  Zachary went through the call process in 
the SEIA Synod and returned to our synod for his 2nd 
call.
   All congregations are involved in ending hunger, 
both locally and abroad.  Members support soup 
kitchens and food pantries, fill meal packages, fill 
backpacks for children each week, and support the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  Trinity, Marshalltown, 
is a leader for Crop Walk each year. 
   Word and Sacrament are at the heart of our life 
together in our congregations.  Pr. Kalen Barkholtz 
invited members of St. John, Tama and Trinity, 
Malcom, to share faith stories during Lent.  Pr. Tom 
Dowling of St. Paul, Tama, helped members discern 
God’s calling in their lives through a study of The 
Purpose Driven Life.  St. John in Grinnell drew their 

Lenten worship services from the book Neglected 
Voices by John Indermark.
   Several of our congregations have completed, 
are working on, or are planning remodeling and 
updating of facilities.  Holy Trinity in Newton 
installed a new sign and did refurbishing inside.  Elim 
in Marshalltown has completed  restoration in the 
sanctuary and bell tower.  St. Andrew in Sully has a 
task force making recommendations for renovations 
in their kitchen and fellowship space.  Our Savior in 
Marshalltown is installing an automatic door for easy 
accessibility.   St. Paul in State Center was awarded a 
Mission Investment Fund grant to help with changing 
to energy efficient windows and doors.
    We are blessed to have every pulpit filled – and all 
of us long to fill every pew!  Each congregation is 
sharing the good news of Jesus in our communities 
and reaching out in Jesus’ name to those in need.  

Pr. Joan Swander, Conference Dean

Conference 3
Cedar River Conference
    Comprised of sixteen congregations located in 
three counties – Benton, Linn and Iowa – the Cedar 
River Conference is centrally located within the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod.  The sixteen congregations 
include seven in Cedar Rapids, (First, Gloria Dei, 
Holy Redeemer, Hope, Our Savior’s, St. Andrew and 
St. Stephen’s), four in Marion (Ascension, Faith, St. 
Mark’s, Resurrection),  and Bethlehem in Vinton, 
First in Conroy, St. John in Ely, Seeds of Faith in Mt. 
Vernon, Trinity in Walford.  We are partnered in the 
gospel proclamation that “Jesus is Lord”. Rostered, 
retired and lay leaders from our congregations gather 
three times a year (January, May, September) to 
connect and grow together. We share updates on life 
in our individual congregations/communities and 
we invite speakers from Synod and Church-wide 
organizations to help lift our eyes above the horizons 
of local mission and ministry to imagine together how 
we can better partner to impact the world with the love 
of Jesus. 
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   Gatherings: We met May 3, 
2012 at Seeds of Faith in 

Lisbon. Rev. Stephanie Wherry led 
us in opening worship and provided a 

building tour for those who were at Seeds 
for the first time.  Bruce Maurer, Regional 

Director for Thrivent Financial, was present to share 
vital information about Thrivent and how they partner 
with us in the work of the Church – God’s work. 
Our hands.  We also received information about the 
Thrivent sponsored Habitat for Humanity house being 
built in Cedar Rapids.  
    On September 6, 2012, Rev. David Mosher hosted 
us at Trinity in Walford.  Joe Nolte (LSI) and Rev. 
Donald Keiser Dovre led a presentation entitled Leave 
a Legacy for Ministry and encouraged us to bring 
this valuable information into our congregations.  
Information was shared about the important ministry 
of Rev. Cindy Ford Breed (through Lutheran 
Chaplaincy Outreach), at University of Iowa Hospitals 
and Clinics.   Rev. Blair A’Hearn gave a brief 
introduction to his work at Live Well Consulting in 
Cedar Rapids. 
    Our Annual Business Meeting was held January 
3, 2013 at Holy Redeemer in Cedar Rapids. Rev. Dr. 
Jo Kinnard led us in worship following a wonderful 
evening meal provided by Holy Redeemer.  Camp 
EWALU Executive Director Clark Baldwin and 
EWALU Director of Church Relations, Dan Granger, 
updated us on news from EWALU and reminded us 
of the important partnership they provide us.  That 
partnership is summed up in EWALU’s mission and 
value statement:  “In the rhythm of Christian life, 
EWALU serves as a place apart to connect the Word 
of God with the World of God.” Wartburg Theological 
Seminary President, Stan Olson, accompanied by 
Kathy Franzenburg, reminded us of the important 
link we have to WTS and the training up of pastors to 
serve the Church.  We were encouraged to strengthen 
our ties and commitments to this valuable ministry of 
education. 
    Al Runau (Our Savior’s member) continues to 
serve as Cedar River Conference treasurer and we are 
seeking a lay person willing to serve as Cedar River 
Conference secretary.   
   News to Share: Rev. Dr. Jo Kinnard was called to 
serve as Pastor at Holy Redeemer, Cedar Rapids, and 
ordained on July 2, 2012.  
Rev. Paul Amlin, pastor at Faith in Marion, accepted 
a call to serve as Program Director for Youth Ministry 

in the ELCA churchwide offices beginning in March 
2013.   
 
 Pr. Linda Livingston, Conference Dean

Conference Four
Hope Conference

The Hope Conference includes 7 congregations from 
Jones County, 4 congregations from Clinton County 
and 1 from Delaware County.  The regions in which 
our congregations serve its members are Anamosa, 
Monticello, Hopkinton, Wyoming, Olin, Oxford 
Junction, Lost Nation, Calamus and Bliedhorn.  Eight 
of our congregations are yoked as pairs and there are 7 
Pastors, 1 Associate in Ministry and 2 interns serving 
within our conference.
   St Paul in Anamosa is served by Pastors Bill Nielsen 
and Katie Lowe Lancaster.  Wednesday ministries 
(WD4) expanded and reach 65 people each week. 
2013 is a year of emphasis in the ministries  of 
visioning, christian education and stewardship.
   Wayne Zion in Monticello is served by Pastor Ellery 
Dykeman.  They have seen renewed energy in giving 
outside of the congregation and studying God’s Word 
through Bible studies.
   Zion Lutheran in Wyoming and St. John in Olin is 
served by Pastor Virginia (Ginger) Anderson-Larson 
and Intern Amy Waelchli.  They are living in the 
ministry of internship and have a new outreach to 
children called SPARKS.
   Bethlehem in Lost Nation and St. Mark in 
Oxford Junction is served by Pastor Keith Larson 
and Associate in Ministry Barb Tobiason.  They 
are excited to use an endowment fund to support 
ministries beyond their congregation.  They continue 
to adjust to the semi-retirement of their AIM.
   St. Matthew in Monticello is served by Pastor 
Darryl Larson and a part time Youth Director Shawna 
Giegerich.  They live in the celebration of their 100 
years of continued ministry in the Monticello area.
   Faith and Our Savior of Calamus are served by 
Pastor Sarah Kretzmann and Intern Michelle Kanzaki.  
St. John’s in Bliedorn is the site of the internship this 
year.  The Calamus congregations are living in the 
full presence of a full time Pastor.  They have had 23 
baptisms in the past year and many weddings.  
   Sts. Peter and Paul in rural Monticello and St. John 
in Hopkinton are served by Pastor Paul Finger.  They 
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Conferencescontinue to seek new ways to study God’s Word and 
dwell in the presence of God through worship and 
fellowship.
   God continues to be a constant presence in the 
congregations of this Conference of Hope.  As we 
continue to seek ways to live out our calling to receive 
God’s love with a response of love, we pray for 

God’s abundant blessings on the ministries of each 
congregation within this conference and beyond.

Pr. Bill Nielsen, Conference Dean

Conference 5
Great River Conference
   I bring you greetings from the northeast corner of 
our Southeast Iowa synod! From families of faith 
in St. Donatus and La Motte south through Clinton 
and Comanche and from the eastern “Island City” of 
Sabula to Maquoketa, our 16 congregations continue 
to focus on the mission of Jesus Christ in Clinton and 
Jackson counties and around the world. The rolling 
hills and valleys of our conference continue to be 
beautiful places to live and serve and witness. 
   This year our conference caucus gathered in 
November at the beautiful St. John Retreat Center 
overlooking the Mississippi River just south of 
Bellevue. St. John’s Lutheran Church in Bellevue 
owns and operates the retreat center and graciously 
donated this beautiful space for our gathering. 
   Dr. Craig Nessan, from Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, was our keynote speaker and shared his 
vision for transforming leadership through pursuing 
and developing “life-giving” relationships. In addition 
to defining leadership and the problems facing any 
transformation, he also shared 10 Key Leadership 
Practices. After Dr. Nessan’s presentation, Bishop 
Burk shared news from the synod and conference of 
bishops. 
   Last year our weekly text study group decided to 
reach out to some other congregations in the spirit 
of ecumenism. As a result our group is larger and 
now includes three Presbyterian pastors and an 
Episcopalian priest. The added viewpoints and insights 
are enriching for us all.
   Our rostered leaders in Jackson County continue 
to rotate our twice monthly gatherings around the 
seven northernmost parishes for the sharing of ideas 
and mutual encouragement and fellowship. Many 

pastors in our conference 
take advantage of the Tri-State 
Forums held at Wartburg Seminary 
in Dubuque, IA . 
   This year three colleagues left calls for other 
opportunities to serve in God’s vineyard. We bid 
farewell to Shannon Witt (who is now connected to 
the ministry at First Lutheran in Maquoketa)  Jane 
Rothman who is now serving as an interim pastor 
in Wisconsin, and Linda Keeter-Schultz is now 
enjoying retirement. We look forward to welcoming 
the colleagues who will be called by the Holy Spirit 
to serve the faith communities of Faith Lutheran 
in Andover, Elvira Zion Lutheran in Elvira, and 
Immanuel Lutheran in Camanche. As a conference, 
we continue to look for new opportunities to support 
one another and work together in sharing the Gospel 
and witnessing the love of Jesus Christ in the ELCA’s 
Southeastern Iowa Synod Great River Conference and 
beyond.

Pr. Gregory Geier, Conference Dean

Conference 6
River Bend Conference
   The River Bend conference is comprised chiefly 
of congregations in Scott County, in and around the 
Quad Cities. In partnership with congregations on 
both sides of the Mississippi and the student ministry 
of Augustana College, a junior and senior high youth 
program, Ignite, has formed to provide shared events 
and encouragement for adult youth leaders. 
   The rostered leaders of the River Bend conference 
meet monthly for a lunch gathering. The purpose of 
this gathering is to encourage one another in life and 
ministry. Similarly, conference clergy meet weekly 
for a text study at All Saints Lutheran Church in 
Davenport.
   The River Bend conference experienced many 
changes in 2012. As of this writing, congregations in 
the call process include Grace, Zion and St. Paul, all 
in Davenport. Those new to their call include Doris 
Nolan at St. Mark, Davenport, Britt Vickstrom at 
St. James, Bettendorf, Kristen Corr Rod at Calvary, 
Buffalo, Julie Monnard at Zion, Princeton and Nathan 
Montover at Gloria Dei, Durant.

Pr. John Grebner, Conference Dean



Conference 7
Iowa City/Muscatine 

   Conference 7 includes 
congregations in Iowa City, Muscatine, 

North Liberty, Tipton, Washington, 
West Branch, and West Liberty as well as 

the ministries of Lutheran Homes/Muscatine and 
Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach at the University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. This year we welcomed 
Maureen Howard, called to Immanuel/Washington 
and Victoria Shepherd who is an interfaith chaplain at 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.
   The rostered leaders of Conference 7 meet monthly 
for worship and fellowship, rotating among the 
locations represented.  Sometimes the focus of our 
conversations is rather serious: the proposed social 
statement on criminal justice or the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign.   We were blessed to have Rev. Rafael 
Malpica-Padilla, ELCA Director for Global Mission, 
in our midst at our Conference Assembly.  Also at our 
Conference Assembly, we sang a hymn verse selected 
by each congregation or ministry site and heard a 
bit about what has been happening in each location.  
It helped to see the breadth of ministries in our 
conference.  And sometimes we make room for a little 
‘fun and hilarity.’  Ask a conference 7 rostered leader 
what Christmas gift they received at our December 
meeting which included a ‘tacky religious art’ gift 
exchange.  Whatever we do when we are together, 
relationships are being built and strengthened.
Thanks be to God.

Pr. Jodi Hinrichs, Conference Dean

Conference 8
Heritage Conference 

   The Heritage Conference sits in the southeast 
corner of the synod between Swedesburg and Keokuk 
and Fairfield and Burlington and includes eleven 
congregations that serve their communities. 
   Since our last assembly, there have been some 
changes in Conference 8. We said good-bye to Rev. 
Steven Zittergruen of Swedesburg; and Rev. Cindy 
Johnson of Peace, West Burlington.  We are honored 
to officially welcome Rev. Ryan Cosgrove at Trinity, 
Burlington and Rev. Mark Youngquist at Swedesburg. 
   Many of the pastors of the conference gather together 
weekly for text study and we continue to explore 

the options of joint youth ministry opportunities, 
especially for confirmation age youth. 
   Serving the congregations of Heritage Conference 
are Pastor Wayne  Weissenbuehler of Faith, Pastor 
Susanne Smith of Messiah, and Pastor Rick 
Biedermann of Bethany, Ryan Cosgrove of Trinity, all 
in Burlington;  Pastor Stacy Grau of First in Fairfield, 
Kimberly Riebe of St. Paul in Fort Madison, Pastor 
Rodney Underwood of First in Keokuk, Pastor Jerleen 
Schlesser of Immanuel in Mediapolis; and Pastor Mark 
Youngquist of Swedesburg Evangelical in Swedesburg, 
First Augustana in Lockridge, and Peace in rural West 
Burlington did not have an interim named at the time 
of the writing of this report.
   We, the people of this conference, continue to let our 
light shine before others in order to give glory to our 
Father in heaven.

Pr. Stacy Grau, Conference Dean

Conference 9
Streams in the Desert
   Conference 9 encompasses the ELCA churches in 
Ottumwa, Knoxville, Bloomfield, Queen City, MO, 
Centerville, Pella, Chariton, Corydon, Munterville, 
and Albia.  The conference clergy meet monthly 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Albia for worship, 
fellowship, food, and support.  While attendance 
can vary, most come most of the time.  We not only 
grow in faith and witness, but we enjoy each other’s 
company and extend genuine care for one another.  It is 
an honor and a privilege to associate with these folks, 
and to be the dean for this conference.
   Most of the congregations in this conference are 
fairly small, but their ministry has a large impact on 
their local communities.  Many are involved at local 
and global levels providing food and the necessities of 
life in a fight against poverty.  Some are in transition 
due to congregation size and/or clergy vacancy existing 
or anticipated due to retirement.  A couple pastors are 
providing interim ministry while others are chaplains 
at a hospital and a nursing home.  A few highlights - 
    Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Knoxville has 
also celebrated 25 years of ministry. Bishop Burk 
kicked off the celebration and, over the year, they had 
several guest speakers preach on the church’s outreach.  
Pastor John Chadwick, with 40 years of ministry 
tucked under his belt, is retiring from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran as of February 24th, 2013.  He and his wife, 
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ConferencesDianne, have moved to Johnston where he will find 
leisurely ways to continue to do ministry.  Good 
Shepherd is in the candidate-searching process.  
   St. John Lutheran in Queen City, MO, has, with 
the help of grants, developed a large and responsive 
ministry of food to the folks in their area.  St. Paul’s 
Lutheran in Albia dedicated their outdoor chapel 
last summer.  They are making an effort to increase 
their neighborhood ministry, and continue to address 
poverty and hunger issues locally and globally.  
   On Sunday April 1, 2012, St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Ottumwa welcomed Pastor Ron Barnett and his 
wife, Janne, to begin a process of Redevelopment and 
Transformation.  The congregation will be working 
with the synod and a transformation team from the 
congregation to put together a 3-5 year plan of mission 
and ministry for the congregation and the Ottumwa 
area. As a recognized redeveloping congregation, they 
received an annual grant from the SE Iowa Synod 
Mission Fund and are able to apply for grants through 
the ELCA. Last year the congregation had an average 
Sunday morning worship attendance of 36 people.  
The congregation selects a mission project each month 
and members of the congregation give specific items 
or money to the project. For instance, in December of 
2012 they collected $790 as part of the ELCA farm 
animal project to fight world hunger. 
   Brian Gentz, chaplain at the Good Samaritan Center 
in Ottumwa, is heading up a major-gifts campaign to 
endow the office of chaplain called Thriving on the 
Bread of Life.  With a goal of $1,000,000.00+, they 
have thus far, raised $580,000.00.
   In many and various ways, God’s work continues to 
be seen, heard and felt in the Streams in the Desert.  
Thanks be to God!  

Pr. Nancy Reed, Conference Dean

Conference 10
   Conference 10 is twelve busy churches.  Sometimes 
I think it is easy to overlook just how many different 
ways we are about caring for our brothers and sisters 
of this world.   I have been learning about many of 
these ways  over the last few months…   And thought I 
might share a taste of this extensive ministry of caring 
with you.
   Every church I had contact with helps a food pantry.   
Whether it is through the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council (DMARC) and their 12 pantries in the 

city;    or, the rural pantries in 
Earlham and Adel, we are trying 
to feed those in need.
     Many city churches help with 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network through 
hosting or support sharing a safe place to stay 
or a meal. We help with blood drives,   Backpack 
ministries, mental health advocacy, or Hope Ministry 
in downtown.   There is Russ Melby’s  CROP walk 
that church’s participate in helping Church World 
Service.
     We help globally. Some help in our sister synod in 
Tanzania. Others help with over 70 wells of safe water 
in Ghana.   We do not forget LWR   in all of this.  Nor 
do we forget places like Peace Lutheran Church in 
Joplin, MO.
    It is good to know the many ways we strive to be 
faithful servants of Christ feeding the hungry and care 
for our brother’s and sister’s needs.
   There is so much more we do that I did not have 
room for.  Hopefully a chance for another way to  
respect and appreciate each other’s faithfulness. 

Pr. Andrew Gangle, Conference Dean

Conference 11
   Conference 11 is made up of the following 
congregations: Holy Trinity and Resurrection in 
Ankeny; Capitol Hill, Christ, Good Shepherd, Grand 
View, Luther Memorial, Prince of Peace, and St. Paul, 
in Des Moines; Redeemer in Indianola; St. Paul in 
Martensdale; and, New Life in Norwalk.
   Our Conference offers a variety of ministries 
reflected in the most urban neighborhoods of Iowa to 
the suburban sectors of the Des Moines metro area.  
This is reflected in several cross-cultural ministries 
within our congregations, including those reaching out 
to Sudanese and Vietnamese persons at Capitol Hill, 
Des Moines, and to a wide range of Southeast Asians 
through the Laotian led ministry at St. Paul, Des 
Moines.  Grand View University and The Center for 
Renewal provide multiple educational opportunities 
for local lay and clergy. Iowa Lutheran Hospital and 
its Auxiliary in Des Moines are supported by volunteer 
staff from our congregations.  Other local agencies 
which aid those in need, such as Habitat for Humanity 
and Hope Ministries, also benefit from the efforts of 
our members.  Two of our congregations are currently 
featured on the Faith In Action link of the S.E. Iowa 



Synod website.  Redeemer in Indianola offers an 
ambitious Faith Formation program on Wednesday 
afternoons while Holy Trinity operates a pillow 
ministry creating comfort pillows that are distributes 
to area cancer patients. Our clergy are involved in 
regular Bible Text Study with members of Conference 
10 and there is a weekly gathering of women clergy to 
foster collegial relationships. 
   On October 21, 2012 the annual Conference 11 
Assembly was held at St. John’s in Des Moines.  A 
joint session with members from Conference 10 was 
held followed by individual Conference meetings for 
the purpose of necessary nominations and elections.  
The joint session featured a presentation by Jessica 
Nipp Hacker, Coordinator for the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign.  In transition this year, we welcomed 
Pastor Jack Mithelman, now serving Redeemer, 
Indianola, Pastor Greg Friedrich, serving part-time at 
Luther Memorial, Des Moines, Pastor Russell Lackey, 
serving as Campus Pastor at Grand View University 
and part-time at Luther Memorial, Des Moines, and 
Pastor Pam Schroeder, serving Holy Trinity in Ankeny.
 
Pr. Roger Osbeck, Conference Dean 
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