
Mission spending plan

The Office of the Bishop
 

The Office of the Bishop equips and 
supports leaders and congregations 
to be witnesses to the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.
 

The Office of the Bishop exists to 
oversee the proclamation of the 

gospel and to serve with and among 
the many ministry partners of this 

synod. On behalf of the Office of the 
Bishop, the synod staff is focused on 
accompaniment with congregations 

and leaders.
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The Southeastern Iowa Synod is a network of congregations and 
ministry partners who are called to share God’s love in Jesus Christ.
 
 

We are gathered, by God’s Spirit around Word and Sacrament, the 
means of grace. This gathering in worship is central to everything we 
do, informing and shaping all of ministry.
 

We are claimed in baptism, connected to Christ Jesus and through 
baptism into Christ we are connected to one another. We need each 
other, and in Christ, we have each other. 
 

We are sent into our local communities and beyond…sent to serve 
the neighbor, to share the Good News, and to invite others into a 
relationship with Jesus, who is hope for the whole world.

Together, we are:

GATHERED

CLAIMED

SENT

Bishop Michael Burk

Stay connected with the Southeastern Iowa Synod

Sign-up for our weekly Enews at seiasynod.org/follow-us

Follow us on Facebook at  

facebook.com/southeasterniowasynodelca

Follow us on Twitter @seiasynod and @bishopburk

Watch and share our videos at vimeo.com/channels/seiasynod

Find synod resources, news updates, event information and 

more at http://seiasynod.org



While “Walking Together” describes 
a particular synod program, the 
Office of the Bishop consistently 
walks together with congregations, 
especially during times of transition, 
mission planning, worship, and conflict.

From candidacy and First Call 
Theological Education to engagement 
with retired rostered ministers, and 
everything in between - mobility, 
collegial encouragement and 
coaching, continuing education, and 
pastoral care – support for leaders is at 
the forefront of our shared work.   

LEADERSHIPCONGREGATIONS
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Direct grants to partners (Lutheran 
Services in Iowa, seminaries, campus 
ministries), mission initiatives that fight 
hunger & poverty, advocate for justice 
and foster global relations, together 
with leadership provided through this 
synod to ministry partners throughout 
the ELCA and beyond, provide a 
common witness in the name of Jesus.

The administrative costs necessary 
to provide both a workplace for staff 
and a gathering place for leadership 
groups (council, committees, task 
forces) and partners from throughout 
the synod, together with the essential 
administrative support from and for staff 
are integral to the ministry we hold in 
common.

SYNODICAL WITNESS ADMINISTRATION

Every dollar shared with the Southeastern Iowa Synod supports ministry. 53.5% of that which is 
shared directly supports the wider mission of the ELCA through our churchwide partners (left) while 

46.5% supports synodical and congregational ministry in Southeastern Iowa (right).

MISSION SPENDING


