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I
n each of the Gospel accounts, Jesus is moving forward. 
Always forward.

The movement seems most evident in Mark’s telling 
of the story because of the added sense of urgency. It’s not 
so much that Jesus seems to be in such a hurry. It’s just that 
everything seems to happen so suddenly. 

Immediately this and then immediately that. So quickly 
Jesus moves back and forth, then back and forth again. Per-
sistently, from need to need, Jesus moves back and forth—
and forward, always forward, stitching together all of the 
encounters, all the happenings of his ministry. It’s as if he is 
gathering them up, even carrying them with him while he 
moves.

“The Campaign for the Southeastern Iowa Synod” seeks 
to reinforce the notion that we are part of the same forward 
movement, the Jesus movement. It’s an effort to link our 
shared priorities from back and forth across this synod in 
new ways.

In other words, even more important than the financial 
targets established to strengthen ministry throughout this 
synod is the goal of helping more and more people under-
stand how we have been gathered up together. It’s geared 
toward engaging and strengthening the ministries of local 
congregations even as it reinforces the ways that we are 
linked in the Jesus movement.

Moving forward

It can sometimes seem 
like the changes in the 
church and in the world 
around us are happening 
too quickly and that too 
many things are headed in 
the wrong direction. That’s 
where Mark’s telling of the 
Jesus story is so helpful in 
it’s conviction that there is 
no time to lose. 

“Forward Together: The 
Campaign for the South-
eastern Iowa Synod” is a 
reflection and a reminder 
that when it comes to shar-
ing the good news of Jesus 
Christ, there is no time to lose. To be sure, we are all being 
carried by the one whose destination is the cross. At its best, 
this campaign will enhance and expand our existing efforts 
to teach, to feed, to share what we know—that the Jesus who 
was raised up from the dead raises us up to move forward.

Always forward. Together. 
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• Where needed most: We seek to use resources wisely and 
grow our capacity for ministry in southeastern Iowa and 
beyond. We will fund an endowment, reduce our debt, 
and make capital improvements to ensure long-term sta-
bility and ministry.
This synod’s goals for The Campaign for the ELCA and 

The Campaign for the Southeastern Iowa Synod are shown 
in the tables below.

The above tables show that a total of $4.9 million will 
come from our synod over the course of both the synod and 
the churchwide campaigns. This goal represents a 64 percent 
increase in designated funding for churchwide ministries 
over the next few years. 

Growing our capacity for ministry will not be possible 
without your contributions. Your gifts may be designated 
for any of the areas or undesignated to be applied where the 
need is greatest. Together we can do more in our communi-
ties, our synod and around the world.  M

B   www.thelutheran.org 

Southeastern Iowa

T
he Southeastern Iowa Synod is moving “Forward 
Together” to bolster its proclamation of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ by increasing its capacity to partner with 

local congregations, regional ministries, new leaders and 
new communities. 

The 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly approved a 
$198 million campaign in support of new and expanded 
churchwide ministries. “Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA” focuses on four ministry priori-
ties to ensure the financial and ministerial health and expan-
sion of churchwide services and programs (www.elca.org/

campaign).
The 2015 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly adopted 

resolutions in support of the The Campaign for the ELCA, 
while also establishing a companion $1.2 million campaign 
to support its ministries.

“Forward Together: The Campaign for the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod” reflects a commitment to the same priorities 
as the churchwide effort: congregations, leadership, hunger 
and poverty, and the global church. This local campaign, 
concluding in 2019, builds on the rich legacy of this synod 
while moving forward together.
• Congregations: We seek to support emerging and 

renewed faith communities in our synod, creating and 
renewing our presence in places where mission needs 
exceed the local capacity. 

• Leadership: The ELCA Fund for Leaders is one of the 
many needed means by which we enhance the possibil-
ity of preparing enough candidates for ministry to meet 
the growing need. Gifts to the ELCA Fund for Leaders 
may be designated for the Southeastern Iowa Synod Fund 
for Leaders, providing support for candidates from this 
synod. 

• Hunger and poverty: We are an anti-hunger synod. We 
believe in not only feeding people but addressing the root 
causes of hunger and poverty. As the “breadbasket of the 
world” and home of the World Food Prize, we see our-
selves as leaders in the goal of eradicating hunger in Iowa 
and around the world. 

• Global church: With the support of this campaign, we 
will be able to continue and increase our ministry of 
accompaniment, walking in ministry together with the 
Pare Diocese and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania. 

Synod moves ‘Forward Together’

Goals for ‘The Campaign 
for the Southeastern Iowa Synod’

Congregations $250,000

Hunger and poverty $240,000

Global church $50,000

Leadership (no set goal)

Where needed most $725,000

Total $1,265,000

Goals for ‘The 
Campaign for the ELCA’

Congregations $150,000

Hunger and poverty $2,900,000

Global church $360,000

Leadership $250,000

Where needed most (no set goal)

Total $3,660,000
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Making your gift

Your gifts to the campaign may be des-
ignated in the areas that mean the most 
to you or may be applied to where the 

need is greatest. Gifts given by cash, check or 
credit card are needed today to fund the cur-
rent needs within the campaign. You may also 
make multiyear planned gifts to increase the 
impact of your giving.

Mail
Make checks payable to the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod with the campaign priority noted in 
the memo line (e.g. “Hunger and poverty” or 
“Where needed most”).

Mail checks to:
Southeastern Iowa Synod
2635 Northgate Rd.
Iowa City, IA 52245

Phone
Give by calling 319-338-1273.

Online
Make a secure credit card donation by visiting 
www.seiasynod.org/campaign.

The campaign reflects 

a commitment 

to congregations, 

leadership, hunger and 

poverty, and the global 

church. 
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2016 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly

Friday May 6-Saturday May 7

Coralville Marriott

Coralville, Iowa

For more information, visit 
www.seiasynod.org/assembly

Save the date


