
DIRECTIONS
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
 Southeastern Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization 

     SPRING/SUMMER 2023  Issue 

      NOTE TO CHURCHES:   

  PLEASE HAVE THIS NEWSLETTER VISIBLE 

 FOR ALL WOMEN OF YOUR CHURCH TO READ!  

THANK YOU 

               INVITATION TO THE 

            35th Annual Convention and Gathering
         Southeastern Iowa Women of the ELCA
               June 9 and 10, 2023
  Convention and Gathering is always fun and exciting. 
         We hope you have it on your calendar
and plan to attend. Spread the word and bring another 
woman from your church or bring your mother, your 
sister, your daughter, a friend, or a cousin! 

Location: Stoney Creek Hotel Des Moines - Johnston
                5291 Stoney Creek Court
               Johnston, Iowa 

Theme Bible Verse: Joshua 24:15b – “As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.”

Find more information on pages 3, 4, and 5  
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  Words from our President Carol Gruhn

 This has been an exciting time in the Women of the ELCA. First of all we received the grant from 
Katie’s fund for $1,000.00. Each of the Synodical groups received one to further the education of 
the WELCA. Our synodical choose to give our grant to the Circle of Freedom which is a home in 
which women who have been released from prison can go to help them get back into society the 
right way.

  

Julie Leeper has done a fantastic job of planning our Gathering to be held this June 9th & 10th at 

Stoney Creek Hotel in Johnston with a theme of “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 

from  Joshua 24:15b.  This will be an exciting time for everyone attending with Bishop Amy 

Current doing the Bible Study and Worship service, and IMPACT Community Action Partnership 

serving people in Boone, Polk, Jasper, Warren, and Marion Counties, and Kim Crawford of the 

Circle of Freedom Women Center and more. So get your registration in NOW.  And lastly 

registration is now open for the Triennial Gathering to be held in Phoenix, AZ in September. This is 

where the officers of the Women of the ELCA are elected and a very inspirational  time. 

Since this will be my last time as your President. I want to thank you for the opportunity you gave 

me to serve as your President these last two years. It has been interesting, informative and 

inspiring. So thanks again!

                         Across the Countryside       by Viney Wilder

The plows are turning and the smell of good black earth is strong

The pussy willows brave the wind to hear the robin’s sing. 

Forsythia bushes spill their gold where only yesterday

The frozen blanket of snow in ruffed splendor lay.

The frogs are busy tuning up in marshlands everywhere

Small buds are swelling on the trees that lately stood quite bare.

And Spring, returning, green with life across the countryside

Is telling us that faith and hope still walk the earth with pride.

Thanks again and please say yes if asked to be on the ballot.
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            INVITATION to the 35th Annual Convention and Gathering
            Southeastern Iowa Women of the ELCA

                         June 9 and 10, 2023

    Convention and Gathering is always fun and exciting.
   We hope you have it on your calendar and plan to attend. Spread the 
    word and bring another woman from your church or
    bring your mother, your sister, your daughter, a friend, or a cousin!
    
    Location: Stoney Creek Hotel Des Moines - Johnston
    5291 Stoney Creek Court Johnston, Iowa
    
Make your room reservations by calling (515) 334-9000.
   Group code for reservations is 2306LUTHERAN – Rate is $130 per    
    night.    Final date to make reservations under the block rate is 
    Tuesday, May 9, 2023.

      Speakers: Bishop Amy Current
      Kim Crawford – Circle of Freedom Women’s Center
    Christine Meyers – Church Musician
    Terri Mork Speirs – IMPACT Community Action Partnership
    Pastor Sarah Trone Garriott – Iowa Senate and
    Des Moines Area Religious Council

    Registration: $80 for 2 days or $65 for 1 day

OFFICIAL CONVENTION/GATHERING NOTICE       

You are hereby notified that the 35h Annual Southeastern Iowa Synodical 
Women’s Organization Gathering will be held Friday and Saturday, June 9 
and 10, 2023 at Stoney Creek Hotel Des Moines to conduct the official 
business and elect new officers.  Each congregational unit is entitled and 
encouraged to send a delegate.

This serves as official notice as required by the constitution of the Women 
of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Anne Piestcher, SWO Secretary. 
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Cont’d on page 
7
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Nomination Form cont’d from page 6
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Directions Subscription Form 
                                     Cost is $8 annually payable to: 
                          Make check out to: SEIA Synod Women of the ELCA 
                                               Mail to: Lynda Miller 
                                                            1808 S. 11th Avenue, Eldridge, IA 52748 
If you are sending in a subscription for more than one person; or if you are a board or Cluster Leader renewing 
or new subscriber please put the information on a separate sheet of 
paper, with names and addresses 

                                                                 Date _____  ________  __________ 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
____________________________________________________________________ 
City ________________________________________State _____ Zip + 4 
_______________ 
Phone __________________ Church and Town 
____________________________________ 
E-mail Address __________________________________ Cluster ______

     Fall Issue
Deadline: September 1, 20223 Publication and Deadline  Dates 

Issue          Deadline        Mailing Date 
Spring………..Feb. 10…… .…  .March 1st 

Summer……...April 10……...May 1st 

Fall…………..August 10…...September 1st 

Winter………November 10…December 1st 

NEW AND SOME FUN THIS YEAR! 

Silent auction with items contributed from each Cluster (we hope) and others.  We will 

have a table for the items and sign up forms for you to bid to win one of these beautiful 

items.  Monies will go to support our Synod Women.  

All Clusters are encouraged to bring something to contribute-it could be a basket of 

things from your area, a sewn project, maybe some faith-based books or games, the 

possibilities are endless.  We do have some items already which will have the ELCA 

symbols on them so we have gotten a start. 

We look forward to seeing what all is brought.  Any questions you can  reach out to 

Dianne Strickler at: diann3strick@gmail.com  or call 563-422-8099. 
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Spring Cluster News

Cluster 6 Spring Gathering will be held Saturday, April 22, 2023 at the Vault, 220 W. 
Davenport Street, in Eldridge starting at 10:00 a.m.Dutch Treat lunch to follow if 
desired.  The program will be featuring Humble Dwelling. They provide furnishings and 
needed items for immigrants coordinating with our friends at Tapestry Farms. 
Cash/Check donations will be collected for the following:  Humble Dwellings, our 
Women’s Synod and Cluster 6 (please bring separate monies for each, thank you). You 
can RSVP to Barb Spies by April 15th: bjspies@gmail.com or call/text 563 676-1238.  

Cluster 5  Will meet April 22 at Zion Lutheran Church in Clinton.  We are using John 15:5 

as our verse. "I am the vine,you are the branches. Those that abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing."
    We will be doing a bible study and hear a program called "To Tree or not To Tree" from Trees 
Forever.  So appropriate after the derecho of 2020.  Love gift will go to Information.Referral 
and Assistance, a local service organization.  Both monetary and nonperishable items of 
food/clothing/cleaning supplies are welcome.
    A business meeting will be held to conduct several business items. We encourage all women 
to come to enjoy some fellowship, good refreshments and lunch, while also growing in our 
faith.

Cluster 2 ladies met at Trinity, Malcom for their spring gathering on April 1, 2023.
Pastor Catherine Burroughs lead a Bible study on the first 3 commandments.
      Love gifts of canned foods, peanut butter, feminine hygiene products, and
personal care products were donated by the various churches in attendance. 
They will be distributed to food pantries in the Poweshiek County area.
     The ladies shared what their units have been doing. Sharing our love for 
the communities we live in.
     October 7th the host church is Holy Trinity, Newton.

mailto:bjspies@gmail.com
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           Stewardship Report

If your church is saving stamps to help support LWR, please 
remember to leave a quarter inch around stamps. Do not send 
forever flag stamps.
Address where to send
Sarah Frank
710 Arrow Point Dr unit 1
Cedar park, Texas 78613.
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               JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

The Justice Committee of the Women of the ELCA tries to raise 
awareness to end Human Trafficking.  January was Human Awareness 
Month.  There are resources on the WELCA web site you can use in 
your unit.

Women of the ELCA also, work to end gun violence. Rachel’s Day is 
observed the first Sunday in May, but can be observed any time of the 
year.  The 2015 Rachel’s Day resources includes a litany for use in a 
special Rachel’s Day service.

Lutheran Day on the Hill is LSI’s biggest advocacy event of the year.  
This year it will be held Tuesday, March 14.  It will begin at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Des Moines at 9:30.  There will be  a welcome and 
keynote speakers.  Afterwards the group will head to the Iowa State 
Capitol to talk with the legislators.  You can register on the LSI website. 
 This is offered at no cost to you.
Justice committee,
Judy Munger
Kris Elgin
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            Vice President Report:

Greetings! I am prayerfully requesting that if you are contacted by 
the nomination committee that you will say yes. We are in need of a 
President, Secretary and three Board Members. And actually if you 
are interested in filling any of these positions, please contact me and 
I will forward your information to the nomination committee. I thank 
you in advance for considering any of the jobs. 
Glory Ann Reynolds 
608-530-2400 
r22gloryann@yahoo.com
821 16th Place
Fulton, IL 61252

Report from the Nominating Committee:

WE NEED YOU TO SAY YES!

With out you your Synodical Board will not be able to continue. 

The positions we need to fill are President, Secretary, 3 board members. These terms are for 2 
years. Also in need of 3 for nominating committee, this is a one year term.

Please contact the ladies on the Nominating Committee:

Virginia Eggers   virginiaeggers1949@gmail.com

Sue Mangels sue.mangels52@gmail.com

Ardy Proehl  arproehl@gmail.com

 

They can give you more information and a job description for the above positions. 

Nomination Forms can be found on Pages 6 and 7 of this issue.

 



13

RESOURCE PAGE 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING COMMITTEE 
Sandy Chandonia Kathryn Bly                                     Rhonda Hershberg 
chantimm1@netzero.net kblyiowa@gmail.com 
Cell-641-485-0360 Phone-319-366-1201 

 

Southeast Iowa Synod Website 
http://seiasynod.org/ 

To get to our web page-click on About-then click Southeastern Women’s Organization 
to get to our page 

                      2023 Nominating Committee
Virginia Eggers-virginiaeggers1949@gmail.com 
 Ardy Proehl arproehl@gmail.com 
 Sue Mangels sue.mangels52@gmail.com
Glora Ann Reynolds-VP OF SWO 22gloryann@yahoo.com 

                  If they contact you, please say yes. 

mailto:Eggers-virginiaeggers1949@gmail.com
mailto:arproehl@gmail.com
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RESOURCE PERSONS 

CLUSTER LEADERS 

(Note: only the Chairperson receives a free subscription to the Directions. If a Cluster wishes the Board to receive 
it, they should send in subscription forms with payment). I need to be informed when the Chairperson changes. 

Marilyn Greene 

305 West 5th St. 

Huxley,IA 50124 

515-597-2265 

mmgreene48@hughes.net 

Cluster #2
Cluster #1 

Sandy Chandonia

209 N. East Street

Toledo, IA 52342

641-485-0360

Gma3g4b@outlook.com 

Cluster #4 

Vicki Adamson 

13482 Ramsey Road 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

319-462-2096 

vickia@relmach.com 

Cluster #5 

Dianne Strickler 

401 1/2 S. 2nd. 

Bellevue, Iowa 52031 

diann3strick@hotmail.com 

Cluster #6 

  Cindee Schnekloth 

   21539 250th St. 

                  Eldridge, IA 52748

       563-320-7107

    cindeeschnekoth@gmail.com 

Cluster #8 

Delores Stigge 

11475 N. Gear Ave. 

Burlington, IA 52601-8704 

319-754-6997 

Cluster #9 

Anita Simmons 

1117 D Ave. 

Albia, IA 52531 

641-932-7063 

alsimmons@mchsi.com 

@mchsi.com 

Cluster 10/11 

Lavon Heston 

6300 School St Apt 309 

Windsor HeightsI A  50324 

515-287-4855 

lavonheston@msn.com 

Please send updates to: 

Lynda Miller 

1808 S. 11th Ave. 

Eldridge, IA 52748 

lmchurchlady56@gmail.com 

Southeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA 
2635 Northgate Drive 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-338-1273 

Today’s Dream Tomorrow’s Reality 
 Racial Justice Advocate 
       Deb Husak 
       2071 Hwy. E43 
      Toledo, IA 52342 
       641-484-2152 
      rdhusak@iowatelecom.net 

ChurchWide 
      Women of the ELCA 
      8765 W. Higgins Rd.    
      Chicago, IL 60631-4189 
      1-800-638-3522 ext. 2747 
      Women.ELCA@elca.org 

Directions Editor 
      Lynda Miller 
      1808 S. 11th Avenue 
      Eldridge, IA 52748 
      lmchurchlady56@gmail.com 
   

mailto:Gma3g4b@outlook.com
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   NOTE TO CHURCH’S 

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR MAILING LABEL THAT THIS NEWSLETTER IS TO GO TO ALL WOMEN OF YOUR 

CHURCH, IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A 

WOMEN’S GROUP, PLEASE PUT IT OUT FOR ALL WOMEN OF YOUR CHURCH TO SEE. THANK YOU   

SUBSCRIBERS 

CHECK TO SEE IF YOU HAVE AN EXPIRATION DATE NEXT TO YOUR NAME.  IF IN DOUBT WHEN  YOUR 

SUBSCRIPTION IS UP FOR RENEWAL CONTACT ME. THANK YOU 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

The SWO 35th Gathering will be held at Stoney Creek Inn, Des Moines, June 9 and 10, 2023

2023 Triennial Convention/Gathering Sept. 18-23 in Phoenix,AZ 

. 


